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In the pfeparation of this volume tbe 
Editor has taken considerable portions 
of StihiDiid'a New TeBtament HijJitory. 
He haa endeavoured to combine sim- 
plicity and reverence ; and he trusts 
t-JTf^ it will be acceptable tg Christian rao- 
thera* 

R. B. 
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MT DEAR CHILDREN, 

In this little book you will learn 
some of the great and wonderful things, 
which our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
said and did when He was in this world. 
It will tell you that He was once a little 
Child, that He was very poor, that He was 
often hungry and tired, and that He was 
treated unkindly, and put to a cruel death 
by wicked men. When you read about these 
things, you must remember that Jesus Christ 
was not a common man ; but that He was 
the great, Almighty God, as well as man. 
He was not obliged to bear all this misery ; 
but He came down from heaven to save us 




from our emfi, Asd to make Vus good 
happy. 

The Churdi tells ua Who the Lord Jesiis 
Christ ie ; imd she teacher ua in the Creed 
to say — 

" 1 belieTe in one Lord Jesna Christ, 
J the only-begottun Son of God, begotten 
of HU Father before all worlds, God of 
GckI, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one 
gubatance with the Father ; by whom all 
things were made, Who for U3 men, and 
for our salvation, came dov^rn from hea- 
ven, and was incarnate by the Holy 
Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man, and was crucified also for ua under 
PoDtitis Pilate, Ho snflFered and was 
buried, and the third day He rose again 
according to the Scripturesj and ascended 
I into h(!aven, and aitteth on the right hand 
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of the Father. And He shall come again 
with glory to judge both the qjuick and 
the de<id ; Whose kingdom shall have no 
end," 

I hope, dear children, you will often sij 
this Creed when you read this little book, 
J £^ and that yoii will letiru to lore and fear this 
'^j^ great, good, and merciful SaTioar, Imitate 
^ Him by doing every tiling your dear parents 
bid you J by loving your brothers and sia- 
tera, and every body else, and b*iii«g kind 
and obliging to all people. Pray often to 
your Saviour, and He will give you His 
Holy Spirit, to help you ta do these things. 
You will then be happy ; for the good Shep- 
herd mil love you and take care of you. 
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SACRED HISTORY. 



1. ZACUARJA9 AND SLI2ABETEI. 

In the reign of King Elerod there lived in 
a BmaLL town aituated among the moun- 
tains of Judea^ a pious priest j named 
Zacharias : hts wife's name was Eliza* 
heth. Although they lived among very 
wicked people, they were goodj aad 
tried to please God in ever)' thing they 
did. They had no children; and they 
prayed to God to give them a son. But 
their prayers were not answered until 
they were very old. 
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TTiey also prayed with all the good 
people who then lived in Judea, that they 
might aee the Divine King^ whu was 
pmmisiid to the T&raelites } for the pro- 
phets had foretold, many hundred years 
before, that He Bhould he horn at that 
time. 

The priests took it by tuma to serve in 
the temple at Jerusalem; and it came to 
the lot of Zacharias to burn incense be- 
fore the Lord in the Banctuary. He put 
on his priestly garments, and holding the 
golden cen&erm his hand, he went behind 
the curtain which hid the altar from the 
people. The incense began to ascend, 
and all the people were praying withfiut. 
Suddenly an angel appeared standing on 
the right aide of the altar of incense. 
When Zacharias saw the angel, he was 
afraid; hut the angel said ynto him. 
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" Fear not* Zacbarias ; for thy prayer ia 
heart! ; and tliy wife Ehzahetb shall bear 
thee a aon, and thou sbalt call his name 
John. And thou shalt have joy and 
gladness ; and tiiatiy shall rejoice at hb 
birth. For he shall he great in the sight 
of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine 
nor strong drink ; and he shall be filled 
with the Holy Ghost, even from his tno- 
ther'a womb. And many of the children 
of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their 
God. And he shall go before Him in 
the spirit and power of Elias, to turQ the 
heartfl of the fathers to the children, and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just ; 
to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord/* 

Zacharias, seized with fear and sur- 
prise, could flcarcely believe what the 
angel told him, and he said, ** Whereby 
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ehail I know this V* The angel replied : 
*' I am Gabriel, that stand in the pre- 
sence of God ; and am sent to speaii unto 

J .-3^/^ theci and to shew thee these glad tidings. 

^t^j^ And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and 
not able to speak, until the day that 
thene things shall be performed, because 
thou believest not my words, which shall 
be fulfilled in their season." 

The acgcl then went away, and Za- 
chariaa became dumb. He was a long 
time before he recovered from hia aiir- 
prise* The people, who were on the out- 
ride, wondered why he stopped so long in 
the sanctuary. When, however, he came 
out, they saw that something wonderful 
had happened to him t for he made signs 
unto them, but did not speak* He made 
them understand that he had seen a 
vision in the temple. 




As soon as the days of his ministry 
were at an end, he returned to hie home 
fill! of hope and joy. 

The tiine appointed by God for the fulfil- 
ment of the great mystery of oni* redemption 
had now come. The Son of God, the Sa- 
viour of the world > comes down from heaven, 
to fulfil the hoped of all nations ; but before 
He appears, He makes known His coming^. 
He scads HLs an^el to tell Zacbariaa of the 
birth of Hia foreruimer John, who was to 
prepare Hia way, and t^eacrh those people, who 
longed for the Saviotir, to welcome Him with 
love and g;ratitnde. 

The history of our Lord and Saviom- begins 
with tbifl mysteriouE vIbIo^ of Zaeharins in 
the temple. Let iia read it with a sincere 
hei&rt, and a huxnble desire tp pro At by its 
divine lesions. We shoJl find m it a source 
of the greatest comfort, and the strongest 
motlTes to make uj give up ourselvea en- 
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tirely to the service of that Saviour who has vsj 
done so much for us. 
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2. THB VIRGIN MART. 

At Nazareth, a little town of Galilee, 
there lived, humble and retired, a poor 
young virgin. Though she had descended 
from the royal race of King David, she 
worked for her own living. Her name 
was Mary. She was espoused to a car- 
penter named Joseph, who was as poor 
as herself ; but he was a good man, and 
full of love to the blessed Saviour. Al- 
though Mary had none of the riches 
of this world, she was rich in virtue and 
goodness : she was innocent, sincere, and 
very humble. 

Mary believed the prophecies which 
foretold the birth of the Divine Sa- 
viour, and she longed for His coming. 
About six months after Zacharias had 




seen the vision, the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God to Mary. He appeared 
suddenly to her, and said, " Hail, thou 
that art highly favoured; the Lord is 
with thee : blessed art thou among wo- 
men." When Mary saw the angel, and 
heard his words, she was afraid, and she 
could not understand what he meant. 
But the angel encouraged her with these 
words : " Fear not, Mary ; for thou hast 
found favour with Grod. And, behold, 
thou shalt conceive, and bring forth a 
son, and shalt call His name Jesus. He 
shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest : and the Lord God 
shall give unto Him the throne of His 
father David. And He shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever, and of His 
kingdom there shall be no end.*' 

This was wonderful news to a person so 
humble as this poor virgin, who had no am- 
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bition but quietly to serve that God, whom 
she loyed with all her heart. 

Mary was so astonished that she asked 
the angel how these wonderful things 
could come to pass. The angel explain- 
ed the mystery; and told her that her 
Holy Child should " be called the Son 
of God." He also said that her cousin 
Elizabeth would have a son. Mary was 
comforted by the words of the angel ; 
and humbly replied : " Behold the hand- 
lljk maid of the Lord ; be it unto me accord- 
^ ing to thy word." The angel then de- 
parted from her. 
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3. MARY VISITS ELIZABETH. 

Soon after this Mary arose, and went 
quickly to the city in which her cousin Eli- 
zabeth dwelt, to tell her the joyful tidings ; 
and to unite with her in praising the Lord 
for His mercy. 

8 




When Mary reached the city, she en- 
tered into the house of Zacharias, and 
saluted her cousin Elizabeth. On hear- 
ing her speak, the pious Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Ghost, Who made 
known to her the cause of Mary's visit. 
Full of respect and holy joy, she ex- 
claimed, " Blessed art thou among wo- 
men, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb. And whence is this to me, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to 
me ? And blessed is she that believed ; 
for there shall be a performance of those 
things which were told her from the 
Lord." 

Mary rejoiced at these words. She 
raised her heart towards heaven, and 
poured forth this hymn of praise, which 
has been used ever since in the Church 
of Christ : 

" My soul doth magnify the Lord : 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
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Saviour. For He katii regarded the low- 
MjuBm of His handmaiden. For, behold, 
from henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed. For He that is mighty hath 
magnified me; and holy is His name. 
And His mercy is on them that fear 
Him, throughout all generations. He 
hath shewed strength with His arm; 
He hath scattered the proud in the ima- 
gination of their hearts. He hath put 
down the mighty from their seat, and 
hath exalted the humble and meek. He 
hath filled the hungry with good things ; 
and the rich He hath sent empty away. 
He, remembering His mercy, hath holpen 
his servant Israel ; as He promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for 
ever." 

How simple and beautiful are these words, 
in which Mary celebrates the infinite good- 
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ness and macf cf Gf»d { She speaks of the 
wonders of His providence ; and tor «m1 
was filled with love to Him. 

After remaining three months with her 
cousin, Mary returned home. 



4. THE BIRTH OF JOHN. 

The time foretold by the angel had now 
come, when the son of Zacharias was to 
be born. Zacharias and Elizabeth received 
this child as a gift from God> and they 
were filled with gratitude to Him. When 
the relations and neighbours of Elizabeth 
heard of God's goodness to her, they 
came to rejoice with her. On the eighth 
day the child was to be circumcised, and 
to have a name. The friends called him 
Zacharias, after his father ; but his mo- 
ther said, " Not so ; but he shall be called 
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John." They replied, "There is none 
of thy kindred that is called by this 
name." They then made signs to Za- 
charias, to know what name he would 
give his son. Zacharias could not speak, 
for he had been dumb ever since he dis- 
believed the angel's words. He then 
wrote, " His name is John." And the 
friends were all very much surprised. 
Directly after vmting this, Zacharias was 
able to speak, and he prabed God. He 
not only recovered his speech, but God i 
enabled him to prophesy. Inspired by , 
the Holy Ghost, this good man uttered , 
this beautiful hymn, which is also sung 
at church : 

" Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; 
for He hath visited and redeemed His 
people, and hath raised up an horn of sal- 
vation for us in the house of His servant 
David; as He spake by the mouth of 
His holy prophets, which have been since 
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the world began i that we should be 

saved from our enemies, and from the 

hand of all that hate us ; to pi^rform the 

mercy promiaed to our fathers^ and to 

remember Hia holy covenant ; the oath 

which He sware to our father Abraham, 

that He would grant unto us, that we 

being delivered out of the hands of our 

enemies might serve Him without fear, 

in hoiioess aod righteougnegs before Him 

all the days of our life, Aod thou> child^ 

flhalt he called the Prophet of the Highest : 

for thou ahalt go before the facre of the 

Lord to prepare Hb ways ; to give koow* 

ledge of s&lvatioQ unto His people by 

the remission of their a ins, through the 

tender mercy of our God, whereby the 

day-apring from on high hath visited us, 

to give light to them that sit iu darkness 

and in the shadow of deaths to guide our 

feet into the way of peace/' 

These wonderful things were talked of 
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all over the country^ ; and the people -who 
heard of them felt great fear. And they 
said J " What manner of child shall this 
be?" 

The himd of God wai itpon this child, and 
He made hitn grow in wlEdom and virtue- 
God W8d preparitjgr him for the great work 
He hod uppointed him to do. John dwelt 
in the solitary deaertfit and lived apou locusts 
and wild honey. At length the time came 
for him to declare the coming of the Mes- 
Eioh. He told the people that Jesus was 
this Mcsaish ; and that He was the Lamb of 
Godj, who waa to take awaj the sms of the 
world. 



5. THE QIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST- 

For some time Marj' lived happily at 
Nazareth, But when Joseph saw Tvhat 
was likely to happen to her, he was full 
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of trouble ; for Mary had not toid him 
what the angel said to her. Joseph re- 
solved not to live any loDger with Maiy, 
But whilst he was thinking of putting 
her away, God seat an angel to tell him, 
in a dream, not to be afraid to take Mary 
as hi$ wife j for that she was to be the 
mother of the Saviour. The angel said, 
"Thou &hait call Hia name Jesus /'which 
means a saviour ; *' for He shall save 
His people from their sins." When Jo- 
seph heard this, he w&s comforted ; and 
he obeyed the commands of God ; for 
he was a good man. Mary and Joseph 
lived together very happily. While they 
were waiting for God to falfil His pro- 
mise, the Emperor Augustus made a law 
that all the world should be taxed. Every 
person was to go to his own city to be 
taxed. Joseph and Mary were both of 
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the race of David ; and they went to 
Bethlehem, where King David was bom. 
When they reached the town, it was so 
full of people that they could not find 
any room in the inn ; so that they were 
obliged to lodge in a stable. 

It was there (oh, never forget, my dear 
children, but remember always with gratitude 
and humility,) — it was there that Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, was bom. It was 
thus He came into the world, that we might 
learn to be hmnble. Let us give all praise 
to the eternal God. 

The blessed Virgin Mary took her holy 
Child, wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid Him in the manger. 

Thus, four thousand years after the 
world was made, the Son of God was 
bom, as a man, in the greatest poverty. 
His birth was in the night, when all was 
still, and without any pomp. 



Here we see that Jesus, who was greater 




than all kings, had only a poor stable for 
His palace, and a manger for His cradle. 
Jesus Christ, who made every thing, and 
was worshipped by the angels in heaven, was 
surrounded in His birthplace by vile animals. 
Such was the holy will of His Father. It was 
not what the Jews expected, but was what 
God had foretold by His prophets. 

The pomp and grandeur of this world are 
nothing in the sight of God. In the king- 
dom which Jesus Christ came to establish on 
earth, nothing is precious but virtue and 
goodness. Seek, then, these blessings from 
your Saviour, that you may live with Him 
in heaven. 



6. THE SHEPHERDS VISIT BETHLEHEM. 

It was at midnight, when the people of 
Judea had retired to rest, that some poor 
shepherds were watching their flocks in 
the fields. Whilst they were watching 
in the dark night, the angel of God ap- 
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peared suddenly to them. At the same 
moment a bright light from heaven shone 
around them ; and they were afraid. The 
angel then said to them, " Fear not ; for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people ; for 
unto you is bom this day, in the city of 
David, a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto 
you ; ye shall find the Babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, lying in a man- 
ger." 

When the angel had done speaking, a 
great number of angels appeared ; and 
they praised God in these words, "Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will towards men." The 
angels then went away into heaven. 

The shepherds were full of joy ; for 
they had never before seen such a won- 





derfiil sight, nor teard sttch heavetiJy 
music. They said to eacli others *' Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem j and aee 
thi& thing which is come to pass, which 
the Lord hath made known to ua." 
They then left their flocks, and went in 
great haate to the inn wliere Mary and 
Joseph lodged. And they (bund a lovely 
Babe lying in a manger* The shepherds 
looked at the young Child with wonder. 
When they had seen Him, they told all 
that the angel had said to th*jm. All 
the people wondered when they heard 
these things ; but Mary thought seriouBly 
about them. The shepherds then went 
hack to their flocks^ praising God for all 
that He had shewn them* 

Let \is, like Mary, fix thiji gscred history 
in our hearts. Those childrea who love Jeaus 
will like to hear it, because it tella them 
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about their SaTioor, who loves little children 
so tenderly. 



T^^ 7. JESUS PRESENTED IN THE TEMPLE. 
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At the end of forty days Mary went to 
Jerusalem, to present Jesus in the tem- 
ple. She gave, according to custom, two 
young pigeons as an offering to God ; for 
she was too poor to give a lamb. This 
little offering was, however, pleasing to 
God, because Mary gave it with a sincere 
and grateful heart. The priests and peo- 
ple saw the Infant Jesus in the temple ; 
but their evil hearts knew not that He 
was the Saviour of sinners. Some of the 
people were, however, very good; and 
prayed that they might see the Saviour, 
who was to come at that time. Among 
these good people there was one named 
Simeon. He was a just man, and hoped 
every day to see the Saviour of mankind 
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come into the world ; for the Holy Ghost 
made known to him, that before he died 
he should see the Lord's Christ. 

On the same day that Jesus was taken 
to the temple, the Spirit of God directed 
Simeon to go there. When Simeon saw 
the Infant Jesus, he knew directly that 
He was the Saviour he had expected so 
long. He then took the Holy Child in 
his arms, and praised God in these words : 
" Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de- 
part in peace, according to Thy word ; 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people ; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people 
Israel." 

Joseph and Mary were astonished when 
they heard these words. Simeon then 
turned to them, and blessed them. He 
said to Mary, " Behold, this Child is set 
for the falling and rising again of many 
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in Israel; and for a sign which shall 
be spoken against ; (yea, o, sword shall 
pierce through thy own soul also,) that 
the thoughts of many hearts may be re- 
vealed." 

We Hhall soon see bow this prophecy was 
fulfilled j and the tender, aflTecdonate he^ui of 
Mary was almost broken, 

Whilst Shneon waa speakings a widow, 
named Anna, came into the temple. She 
was Tf^ry old, aad had spent bet life in 
fastings and praybg to God, She joined 
with Simeon in praising God ; and she 
told the people that Jesus was the Mea- 
aiah foretold by the Prophets. 

Htre we see that those who ficek the Sa- 
viour with B aincere and humble heart arc 
sure to find Him. 
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When the Saviour of the world was bom, 
only a few pioufi people knew it. They 
rejoiced at His comlDg. The greater 
number of the people of Israel Smew 
nothing about it, God^ however, re- 
solved that all the people should know 
that Hb Son was born. Ooe day there 
came to Jemsakro some great people 
from the East, Some say they were 
kings. They asked the people, "Where 
is He that is born Kjng of the Jews ? for 
we have seen His star in the E^t, and 
are come to worship Him." 

It was soon known all over Jerusalem 
that these great men had come to see 
a new-born king. When King Herod 
heard it, he was in great trouble, for he 
was afraid of losing his crown. He then 
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called the chief priests and scribes to- 
gether, and asked them "where Christ 
should be born." They said, " In Beth- 
lehem of Judea : for thus it is written by 
the prophet." 

Herod then sent for the wise men, and 
asked them about the star which they 
had seen. After they had told him, he 
sent them to Bethlehem, and said to them, 
** Go, and search diligently for the young 
Child; and when ye have found Him, 
bring me word again, that I may come 
and worship Him also." 

These words of Herod were false, and 

were said only to hide his wicked cruelty. 

He did not mean to worship Jesus ; but he 

wished to find out where He was, that he 

<] might kill Him. 

The wise men now set off for Beth- 
lehem, which was near Jerusalem. As 
they went, they saw the star again, which 
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had appeared to them in the East, and 
they were very glad. It was shining 
brightly in the heavens; and it went 
before them, till it came and stood over 
the place where Jesus was. 

They then entered the house, and 
found the young Child with His mother. 
When they saw Jesus, they fell down 
and worshipped Him. The wise men 
then opened their treasures, and pre- 
sented gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 
unto Jesus. They offered these things, 
because they knew that He was their 
King and Saviour. 

The next morning they meant to go 
back to King Herod. But God knew 
Herod's wicked thoughts, and He warned 
them in a dream not to do so. The wise 
men obeyed God, and returned home by 
another way. 
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9. THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. 

p Herod waited impatiently for the wise 
'^ men to return. When he found they 
^^ did not come, he was very angry. He 
then cruelly ordered all the infants of 
two years old and upwards, living in 
Bethlehem, to be murdered. By this 
J cruel order he made sure of destroying 
^ the Child which made him so fearful. 
But God knew all the plans of this 
wicked man, and how to defeat them. 
He sent an angel to speak to Joseph in 
a dream, saying, "Arise, and take the 
young Child and His mother, and flee 
into Egjrpt, and be thou there until I 
), bring thee word : for Herod will seek 
the young Child to destroy Him." 

Joseph arose in haste, and taking 
Jesus, with His mother, he fled by night 
into Egypt, 
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They must hayft fblt sorry to leave their 
conQtrji Imt thcjr clieerfuUy did as God com- 
lEtanded them ; and set trat on their journey j 
tru^tin^ in Him who watclies over and pro- 
tects the innocent. 

The murderers sent by Herod 60 on 
reached Bethlehem. They weot all routid 
the country, and dragged the itinooent 
babes from their mothers' artnB, iwd 
killed them witiiout pity. The screams 
of these little children were heard on all 
sides. Their poor mothers cried aloud, 
and thus fulfilled this prophecy : '* In 
Rama was there a vuice heard, lamenta- 
tion, and weeping, and great mo timing, 
J^nchel weeping for her children, and 
^ould not be comforted, because they 
are not/' 

The wicked Herod thought that by doing 
this he should secure the crown to himself ' 
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But what a delusion ! The Child Jesus lived \g^ 
]^ in Egypt secure from his wicked malice ; 
and a few years after this cruel deed, the 
wicked Herod lost his crown and his life. 

When Herod was dead, the angel of 
the Lord appeared again to Joseph, and 
told him to go back to his country. As 
soon as Joseph came to the borders of 
the land of Israel, he heard that Herod's 
son, named Archelaus, was the king. 
This frightened him, and made him turn 
aside into Galilee. 

Thus, after a long absence, Joseph 

and Mary returned to the village of Na- 

i5 zareth, which was their native place. 

' (j Here they lived in peace and happiness, 

^ supported by their own industry, and 

carefully bringing up the Holy Child 

Jesus. 

Let us stop for a moment, and consider 
this lovely picture of the holy family. What 
can be more touching than to see Jesus, the 
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Creator of heaven and earth, Mary, His 
blessed mother, and Joseph, who was found 
worthy to be the foster- father of the Infant 
Jesus ; — what, I say, can be more touching 
than to see them living in poverty and ob- 
scurity, — ^far from that world which was not 
worthy to know them or to possess them ! to 
see them loving each otiier, and practising 
all goodness, and thus glorifying their Father 
in heaven. O that all Christian families lived 
like them, and tried to imitate this holy 
family ! The earth would then furnish us 
with all the joys of paradise. 



10. JESUS OBEYS HIS PARENTS. 

Jesus lived yrith His parents at Naza- 
reth. He grew, and increased in strength. 
The grace of God was seen in Him, and 
in all that He did. Though He was but 
a little child. He was filled with divine 
wisdom. 
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Every year His parents went to Jem- 
salem to keep the feast of the Passover, 
for God had commanded the people of 
Israel to observe this feast, that they 
might never forget His goodness in saving 
their forefathers from Pharaoh the king 
of Egypt. 

When Jesus was twelve years old they 
took Him to Jerusalem with them. It 

fjM } was the first time Jesus had been to Jeru- 

^n ' salem. What must have been Hb de- 
\^ light when He first saw the holy city, 

' I /^ and the beautiful temple rising above it ! 

f"^ At the end of the feast Joseph and 

Mary left Jerusalem to return home with 
their neighbours. But Jesus stayed be- 
hind, and His parents did not know it. 
He liked the temple better than any other 
place. Joseph and Mary travelled on a 
whole day, and thought that Jesus was 




m the company- When they found that 
He was not with their friends, they were 
in great trouble. How unhappy must 
they have felt^, when they could hear no 
tidings of Him ! They could not tell 
what had become of Him t for Jesus had 
never disobeyed them, nor left them with- 
out permission. They turned back to 
Jerusalem in great sorrow. "When they 
reached the city^ they looked every where 
for Him, but could not find Him. After 
seeking for Him in vain three day a, they 
went into the temple^ Tliere they found 
Jesus sitting among the doctors* asking 
questions. All i*yes were fixetl upon Him j 
and they were astonished to hear His 
wise answers. His parents were amaz.ed 
and delighted when they saw Him ; and 
Hia mother said to Him, " Son, why 
haat Thou dealt thus with ua 1 behold. 
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Thy father and I have sought Thee sor- 
rowing." Jesus replied, '* How is it that 
ye sought Me ? wist ye not that I must 
be about My Father's business ?" 

They did not understand what He 
meant by these words, but His mother 
treasured them up in her heart. Jesus 
then went back with them to Nazareth. 

Jesus lived in the humble dwelling of His 
parents ; and He did all that they bade Him 
to do. Oh, what a lesson this is for you, 
children ! Follow His holy example. Let 
the history of His youth be your guide : it 
is given in these few words ; *' Jesus in- 
creased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man." Try to become like 
Him. Take His life as your pattern ; and 
pray to Him to help you to follow His steps. 
Never be so wicked as to disobey your pa- 
rents ; but love them as Jesus did His. 
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11. JOHN THE BAPTIST PREACHING IN 
THE WILDERNESS. 



and the time \^^^; 




Jesus was now a man 
was come for Him to make Himself }fC^. 
known as the Saviour of men. He was 
now to begin the work which He came 
down from heaven to do. John was to 
prepare the hearts of the people of Israel 
for the coming of the Saviour. 

John lived in the desert to prepare 
himself for his wonderful work, until God 
commanded him to begin preaching. He 
then went towards the river Jordan. 
His coat was made of camel's hair, and 
he had a leathern girdle round his loins. 
He lived upon locusts and wild honey, 
which he found in the desert. The clear 
stream, which reflected the face of heaven, 
quenched his thirst. John began to 
preach to the people, saying, '* Repent 
ye ; for the kingdom of heaven is at 
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hand." When the people heard him, 
many of thenj confessed their sine. They 
were sorry for their wicked live&, and 
proraiaed to bo better. John then bap- 
tised them ID the river Jordan. 

This preaching of John was talked 
about aU over the country; so that the 
people came flocking from all parts of Ju* 
dea to bear him ; a great many confessed 
their wickedness, and were baptised- 

Among these crowds of people the 
Baptist saw some who did not repent. 
John knew that they were hypocrites, 
and he said to them, " O generation of 
viper&i who hath warned you to flee from 
tiac wrath to come ? Bring forth there- 
fore fruits meet for repentance ; and 
think not to say within yourselves. We 
have Abraham to our father: for 1 say 
unto you, that God is able of these atones 
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to raise up children unto Abraham. And y 
now also the axe is laid unto the root 
of the trees ; therefore every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn ^\j 
down, and cast into the fire." 

A great number of persons were moved 
by his preaching, and began to turn from 
their evil ways. They said unto him, 
" What shall we do then ?" John re- 
plied, " He that hath two coats, let him 
impart to him that hath none ; and he 
that hath meat, let him do likewise.*' 

The publicans, or tax-gatherers, then 
came to him, and asked the same ques- 
tion. He replied, " Exact no more than 
that which is appointed you.'' To the 
soldiers he said, " Do violence to no 
man, neither accuse any falsely ; and be 
content with your wages." 

The people were so aroused by the 
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preacbiBg of St. John Baptist, that they 
thought he was the Messiah ; but he 
confessed before all, " I am not the 
Christ. I indeed baptise you with water 
unto repentance; but He that cometh 
after me is mightier than I, whose shoes 
I am not worthy to bear : He shall bap- 
tise you with the Holy Ghost, and with 
fire : whose fan is in His hand, and 
He will throughly purge His floor, and 
gather His wheat into the gamer; but 
He will burn up the chaff with un- 
quenchable fire." 
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12. THE BAPTISM OF JESUS ; AND HIS 
TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS. 

Whilst the people were going in crowds 
to John, Jesus came from Galilee to the 
river Jordan, to be baptised by him. 
John knew who He was, and he felt that 
he was not worthy to baptise his Saviour, 




and he said, " I have need to be bap- 
tised of Thee, and comest Thou to me V 
But Jesus replied, " Suffer it to be so 
now : for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness.'' John then baptised Jesus 
in the river Jordan. 

When Jesus came up out of the water, 
the heavens opened, and the voice of God 
the Eternal Father was heard saying, 
" This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased." And that all the 
people might know that it was Jesus 
who was meant, the Holy Spirit came 
down upon Him in the form of a dove. 

Thus did God declare that Jesus Christ 
was His Son; and that He had sent Him on 
His mission. 

After this, the Holy Ghost led our 
Saviour into the lonely wilderness. In 
this solitary place He spent forty days, 
fasting and praying. All this time He 
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Bat what a ddusion ! The Child Jesus lived 
in Egypt secore from his wicked malice ; 
and a few years after this cruel deed, the 
wicked Herod lost his crown and his life. 

When Herod was dead, the angel of 
the Lord appeared again to Joseph, and 
told him to go back to his country. As 
soon as Joseph came to the borders of 
the land of Israel, he heard that Herod's 
son, named Archelaus, was the king. 
This frightened him, and made him turn 
aside into Galilee. 

Thus, after a long absence, Joseph 
and Mary returned to the village of Na- 
zareth, which was their native place. 
Here they lived in peace and happiness, 
supported by their own industry, and 
carefully bringing up the Holy Child 
Jesus. 

Let us stop for a moment, and consider 
this lovely picture of the holy family. What 
can be more touching than to see Jesus, the 




Creator of heaven and earth, Mary, His 
blessed mother, and Joseph, who was found 
worthy to be the foster-father of the Infant 
Jesns ; — what, I say, can be more touching 
than to see them living in poverty and ob- 
scurity, — far from that world which was not 
worthy to know them or to possess them 1 to 
see them loving each other, and practising 
all goodness, and thus glorifying their Father 
in heaven. O that all Christian families lived 
like them, and tried to imitate this holy 
family! The earth would then furnish us 
with all the joys of paradise. 



10. JESUS OBEYS HIS PARENTS. 

Jesus lived yrith His parents at Naza- 
reth. He grew, and increased in strength. 
The grace of Grod v^as seen in Him, and 
in all that He did. Though He was but 
a little child. He was filled with divine 
wisdom. 
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grace we may do it ; for God never suffers 
us to be tempted above our strength. Jesus 
is our Saviour ; we must also take Him as 
our model. We must, like Him, resist all 
the suggestions of the enemy of our souls. 
Let us fight with the armour of faith ; we 
shall tiien be the true disciples of Christ. 



13. THE FIRST DISCIPLES CHOSEN. 

Jesus now left the wilderness, and went 
towards John. As soon as John saw 
Him again, he was filled with holy joy, 
and said, " Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. 
This is He of whom I said. After me 
Cometh a man which is preferred before 
me : for He was before me. And I knew 
Him not : but that He should be made 
manifest to Israel, therefore am I come 




baptising with water. And John bare 
record, saying, I saw the Spirit descend- 
ing from Iieaven like a dove, and it abode 
uijoft Hinj> And knew Him not but 
He that sent me to baptise with water, 
the same said unto me. Upon whom 
thou shalt see the Spirit descGndiug, and 
remaining on Him, the same is He which 
baptiseth with the Holy Ghost, And I 
saw, and bare record that this is the Son 
of God." 

The next day Jesus passed by again ; 
and John said to his diaciplca^ ** Behold 
the Lamb of Godj which tabeth away 
the sins of the world " When his dis- 
ciples heard these words, they wished 
very much to know more about Jesus ; 
and they followed Him. Jesus looked 
round, and saw them coming after Him ; 
He then turned round, and said, ** What 
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seek ye ?" Tbey replieii that they wished 
to sec where He lived, Jesus asked them 
to " come and see." They followed Him 
joyfully J and spent that day with Jesu3. 

One of these disciples was titiraed Johoj 
the other Andrew, Some time after this 
Je&us made them His Apostles, and they 
were among His dearest friends. 

Andrew had a brother, Simon Peter, 
and he %vent to seek him, and to tell him 
the happy news. WTien Aniirew niet 
hiB brother, he said to him^ " We have 
found the Messias." He then led him 
to Jesus. 

The Saviour knew Peter's name before 
He aa-w him. When he came^ Jesus 
said to him, " Thou art Simon, the son 
of Jon a : thou shalt be called Cetihas," 
After this, Peter became one of His dis- 
dplea. - • — • 




The next day Jeaua was going to Gali- 
lee, and met Philip. Jesua saw the hearts, 
and knew the secret thoughts j of every 
bndy who came near Him. He saw that 
Pill lip's heart was upright and sincere ; 
and He aaid to hitii, " FoUqw roe." 
Phihp was drawn by the Saviour's love 
and kindness, and followed iiim* He 
had a friend named Nathaniel, whose 
heart was full of sincere piety, and a 
strong desire to knuw the Messiah. Phi- 
lip made haate to find his friend. Na- 
thaniel had been sitting under the ehade 
of a fig" tree ; and perhaps he had been 
praying to God for the promised Saviour, 
Soon after he left the fig-tree, Phtlip 
saw hhn, and aaidj " We have found 
Him of whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph. '' Nathaniel was full 
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of Jewish prejudices, and he asked, " Can 
there any good thing come out of Naza- 
reth ?" PhiUp then told him to come and 
see; and Nathaniel went, to convince 
himself. When Jesus saw him coming. 
He said, " Behold an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile." Nathaniel was sur- 
prised to hear Jesus speak so to a man 
He had never before seen ; and he said 
to the Saviour, " Whence knowest Thou 
me?" Jesus saw to the bottom of his 
heart, and replied, " Before that Philip 
called thee, when thou wast under the 
fig-tree, I saw thee." Nathaniel now felt 
sure that Jesus was God, or He could 
not have seen him under the fig-tree, 
which was a long way off; and he cried 
out, " Master, Thou art the Son of God ; 
Thou art the King of Israel." Jesus then 
said to him, " Because I said unto thee, 
I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest 
thou ? Thou shalt see greater things than 




these. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and 
the angels of God ascending and descend- 
ing upon the Son of man." 

" Son of man !" this is the name which 
Jesus the Son of God chose to take. He 
did so, no doubt, to teach us to be humble, 
and to shew us how great His love for us 
was, which made Him become man, that He 
might save us. 



14. THE MIRACLE AT CANA. 

^ There was a marriage at Cana, a town 
of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. Jesus and His disciples were 
also asked, and they went. When the 
guests wanted some wine, Mary said to 
Jesus, " They have no wine." She told 
,j the servants to do every thing that Jesus 
should bid them. There were six large 
stone water-pots standing in the hall of 
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the house; each pot would bold two or 
three firkiDs. JesuB told the servants 
to fill them with water, which they did. 
He then said, *' Draw out now, and 
bear unto the governor of the feast;*" 
and they tJid aa He hade them. When 
the governor tasted it, he found it was 
heautiful wine ; and he said to the bride- 
groom, " Thou hast kept the good wine 
until now." 

This was the first miracle our Saviour 
performed. AH the people who saw the 
water turned into wine were astonished. 

This miracle shews the power and bounty 
of our SDviour. 



15* f ESnS CASTS THE BUYERS AND iELLEIlS 
OUT Of THE TEUr£.£> 



The feast of the Passover was kept at K 




Jerusalem every year. A great number 
of people went from all parts to worship 
God in the temple. Jesus also went to 
this solemn feast. The buildings of the 
temple were very grand. Some of the 
people had no respect for this holy place ; 
but offered the beasts for sale in the tem- 
ple which were to be used as sacrifices. 
When Jesus went into the temple. He 
saw some selling animals, some doves, 
and others changing money. He was 
very much displeased when He saw His 
Father's temple so wickedly profaned; 
and being moved by a holy zeal for His 
Father's glory. He made a whip of small 
cords and drove them all out of the tem- 
ple. He overturned the money-tables ; 
turned out the men who sold oxen and 
doves, and said to them, " It is written. 
My house shall be called the house of 
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prayer; but ye have made it a den of 
thieves." They were ail afraid of Jesus, 
and went away without resisting Him. 
This sacred place was soon cleared of 
these bad men, who disturbed the wor- 
ship of the people. We here see what 
power Jesus had over wicked men : they 
seemed to feel that He was more than 
man. 

Some of the Jews were angry with 
Jesus when they saw what He had done. 
They began to ask questions : " What 
sign shewest Thou unto us, seeing that 
Thou doest these things?*' Jesus an- 
swered and said, " Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up." 
The priests did not understand His words. 
They thought that He meant that He 
would rebuild the stone temple in three 
days ; and they said in a tone of reproach, 
*' Forty and six years was this temple in 
building, and wilt Thou rear it up in 
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three days V 
very angry. 



The Jews then went away 



When Jesus said He would raise the tem- 
ple in three days, He meant, that if the Jews 
killed Him, He wonld rise again from the 
grave in three days. How truly did He fulfil 
these words ! We may learn from what Jesus 
did to the buyers and sellers in the temple, 
that it is very wicked to trifle in God's 
house. If we spend our time in church 
thinking about pleasure or business, Jesus 
will be angry with us, as He was with these 
Jews. 



16. JESUS AT JACOB'S WELL. 

Jesus left Jerusalem, and returned to 
Nazareth. He was obliged to go through 
the country of Samaria. When He came 
near a town called Sychar He was tired ; 
Jesus then sent His disciples into the 
town to buy some food, whilst He sat 







down to reat Himself on a well that waa 
there. This well was one which Jacob 

V V'fiM A had made to water hiB flocks from. 
Whilst Jesus was sitting there, a woman 
came to draw some water ; when Jesus 
saw her. He said to her, " Give me to 
drink," The woman was surprised to 
hear a Jew ask her for drink; for the 
Jews hated the people of Samaria so 
much that they would not speaJf civilly 
to them, nor drink out of the same vessel 
with them. Jesus blamed thii? unkind- 
ffjj ness. He condemns all ein and error ; 
but His loving heart pities those who 
commit it, Jesus spoke to the woman 
n st^'"! kindly, and said, *' If thou knewcat the 

CCl^ Xj^ gift *>f God, and Who it is that saith to 
thee. Give me to drink, thou wouldest 
have asked of Him, and He would have 
given thee living water," These words 
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surprised her still more, for she did not 
know what they meant, and she replied, 
" Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with, 
and the well is deep ; from whence, then, 
hast Thou this living water ? Art Thou 
greater than our father Jacob, which gave 
us the well, and drank thereof himself, 
and his children and his cattle ?" Jesus 
said to her, *' Whosoever drinketh of this 
water shall thirst again : but whosoever 
drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlast- 
ing life.** The woman then said, " Sir, 
give me this water, that I thirst not, nei- 
ther come hither to draw.*' 

As a thirsty man wishes for refreshing 
drink, so does he, who is not very wicked, 
desire to become good, wise, and happy. In 
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these beantifal words Jesus promises to sa- 
,, tisfy this thirst of our souls by the teaching 
of the Holy Ghost. If we follow Him, He 
will open in our hearts a fountain of truth, 
holiness, and happiness. What can we wish 
for more than this ! 

Jesus now shewed this woman that He 
knew the secrets of her heart ; she was 
very much afraid when she found that a 
stranger knew all her sins. Filled with 
shame, she said, " Sir, I perceive that 
Thou art a prophet. Our fathers wor- 
shipped in this mountain; and ye say 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men 
ought to worship." Jesus then said to 
her, ** Woman, believe me, the hour 
Cometh when ye shall neither in this 
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship 
the Father. But the hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth : 
for the Father seeketh such to worship 
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Him. God is a Spirit; and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit 
ajid in truth/' 

What am importimt Ivmm is this for us 1 
The HOul at man la the true temple Df Goti 
We iDDgt worship God from the very bottom 
of our heojts, for He h present eTcry where. 
We must be aincere in what we iaj in our 
prayers; for God beara all we say: our 
words most come from the heart , and we 
must try to live as we pray. All other wor- 
ship is byiiocrisy. 

The womao tald Jesus that she knew 
the Mes&iah was to come, and that He 
would teach aU things. 

JeauB replied, '* I that speak unto thee 
am Hd." Just at this moment the disci- 
pies came with the food they had bought, 
and they wondered to see Jesus talkit3g 
with this woman. 

The poor woman was full of joy at 
what Jesus had told her. She put down 
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lier water ^potj &nd r^&n as fast as sb^ could 
to the town to tell her neighbor re what 
she had heard. She was the firfit person 
who had the happine&s of hearing from 
^ th^ iips of Jesus Himself that He was the 
Messiah. God always teachea the truth 
to tho&e who seek it sincerely. 

The disciples now offered some food to 
Jesus ; but He said, " I have meat to eat 
that ye know not of. My meat b to do 
the will of Him that sent me, and to 
finish Hia work,'* 

Je«aB gave up aB to do the will of His 
heaveuly Father. If we would be His diit- 
CLples, we must follow Hie example and do 
so too. 

When the people of the town heard 
what the woman aaid^ they -went out and 
begged the Saviour to come into the city 
and stop with them. Our Saviour was 
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always wishing to do men good; so He 
went and stayed with tl>em two days. 
He spent tlus time in teajchiog them di- 
vine truth ; and many of them believed 
Htm to be the Saviour. 

Happy are all tliose who believcj love, imd 
obey Jesuit without having seen Him, 



17. /BSETS TR£ ACHES FOR. THE FIRST TiME 
AT NA^AAETH. 

The Saviour went to Naiareth, where s^ 
Ho had been brought up. On the Sab- 
bath-day He went into the synagogue / 
and stood up to r^A. They gave Him f 
the book of Isaiah the prophet. He ^ 
opened it and read these beautiful words : L*Y*j / 
" The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be- C^t 
cause He hath appointed me to preach 
the Gospel to the poor; He hath sent 
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me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recover* 
ing of aiglit to the biind« to set at Uberty 
them that are bruised* to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord." When 
He hod read this^ He shut the book, and p,^™, 
sat dfWQ. AU the people fix^d their eyes V 
on Him. And He said. This day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your earg." 

Think wbat these words of tha prophet 
meeu. Thejr tell us how much we owe to 
Jeaos Cbrist, w!ia can and will do alt that 
! ) He has there promised. It ia Jesus whom 
the prophet means ; for none but Jegiu can 
pardon owr sins and deliver ua fram them. 

ThL^ people listened to all Je&us said. 
They wondered to hear such wisdom and 
goodness ; and they said to each other, 
"la not this Joseph's son :" JesUB stiJl 
continued to teach thenii. At last they 
became eo angry that they got up and ^^^ 
pushed Hrm out of the city. 
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led Him to the edge of a high rock« 
on which the city stood, and tried to 
throw Him off; but Jesus passed through 
them all and went away. Thus the 
wicked people of Nazareth rejected their 
Saviour. 



18. THE MIRACULOUS DRAUGHT OF FISHES. 

One day Jesus stood by the lake of Grenne- 
sareth ; and a great number of people came 
to see and hear Him. There were two 
ships close by the shore; one belonged 
to Peter and his brother Andrew, and 
the other to James and John ; they were 
busy mending their nets. When Jesus 
saw the people crowd about Him so 
much. He got into Simon's boat,, and 
asl^ him to p|ush it away from, the land. 
Simon obeyed joyfully; and Je^us t^en 
preached to the people. When He had 
finished. He told Peter to go further from 
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the land and let down Ma nets. Peter 
said, " Master, we have toUed all night 
and have taken nothing ; nevertheless^ at 
Thy word I will let down the net." They 
then put the net into the sea, and caught 
fio many fiah that the net began to bteak. 
Ab soon as they saw this, they made 
aigna to the other ship to come and hel^s 
them. 

The net was pulled up ao full of fiahj 
that both 6hiiJ& were laden until they be- 
gan to sink. When Peter saw this he 
was afraid ; he threw himself at the feet 
of Jesus and said, " Depart from roe ; 
for I am a sinful man* Lord." James 
and Jahn were a£ much astonished as 
Peter when they saw so many fishes. 
Jesus said to Peter, " Fear not : from 
henceforth thou shalt catch men." Tlie 
men now rowed their boats to the land ; 




they then left their boate and nets, and 
followed Jesus, 

We see the power of God in idl the actioiifl 
of Jeaus. How Itind He shewed Himself in 
aU the mimclea He performed ! 

AA«r this Jeans went with James and 
John into Peter*a houae. His mother was 
ill in bed of a bttd fever, Jesus was veiy 
kind to her i for He went tn her bedside 
and touched her hand, and cured her in 
a moment. She then rose up very thank- 
ful, and prepared some food for Jesus and 
His disciples, and she waited upon them 
herself. This wonderful cure was soon 
talked of all over the town ; and before 
the night eamej all the sick people in 
the place were brought to Peter's house. 
When Jeaus &aw them He laid His handa 
upon them and cured them* 

Jesus now began to travel to evpry city 
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and village to preach and heal the sick. 
He told the people to " repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand." 



19. THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 

When the people saw the miracles which 
the Saviour wrought, they followed Him 
in crowds. Jesus went up into a moun- 
tain and began to teach them. The dis- 
ciples stood close to Him ; but the people 
were round the mountain. All eyes were 
fixed on Jesus, and there was a deep 
silence. He then taught them in these 
words : " Blessed are the poor in spirit : 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are they that mourn: for they 
shall be comforted. Blessed are the 
meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness : for they shall 
be filled. Blessed are the merciful : for 
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they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall see God. i^-y-^ 
Blessed are the peace-makers : for they ' ^" 
shall be called the children of God. 
Blessed are they which are persecuted 
for righteousness' sake : for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely for my sake. Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad ; for great is your reward 
in heaven: for so persecuted they the 
prophets which were before you." 

After this, our blessed Saviour ex- 
plained the commandments of God ; es- 
pecially that which teaches us to love our 
neighbour. He said, " Think not that I ^ 
am come to destroy the law, or the pro- ^^ 
phets : I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil. For verily I say unto you. Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, 
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till aJl be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore 
shall break one of the least commsjad- 
meatSj and shall teacb men so, he shall 
be calltd the least in the kingdom of 
heaven : but whoijocvcr shall do and 
teach them, the same shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For 
1 flay unto you> That except your 
yl righteouaness shall exceed the rig^hteous- 
neSB of the scribes and pharisees, y? 
shall in no case enter into the king- j/ 
dotn of heaven. Ye have heard that 
it waa said by them of old time, Thon 
&halt not kill ; and whosoever shall bill 
shall be in danger of the judgment. But 
1 say onto you, That whosoever is angry 
with his brother without a caase shall be 
in danger of the judgment ■ and whoso- 
ever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall 
be in danger of the counci] ? but whoso- 




ever shall say. Thou fool, shall be in dan- 
ger of hell tire. Therefore if thou bring 
thy gift to the altar, and there remem- 
hereat that thy brother hath ought against 
thee ; leave there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way; first be reconciled to 
thy brother, and then come and offer thy 
gi f t . Agree with th ine ad vo raary quic k ly , 
whiiea thou art in the way with him ; 
lest at anytime the adversary deliver thee 
to the judge, and the judge deliver thee 
to the officer^ and thou be cast into pri- 
son. Verily I say unto thee, Thou ahalt 
by no means come out thence till thou 
hast paid the uttermost farthing. Ye 
have heard that it hath been said> An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth : 
but I say unto you. That ye resist not 
evil ; but whosoever shall smite thee on 
thy right cheek, turn to him the other 
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also. And if any man will sue thee at the 
law and take away thy coat, let him have 
thy cloke also. And whosoever shall 
compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain. Give to him that asketh thee, 
and from him that would borrow of thee 
turn not thou away. Ye have heard that 
it hath been said. Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But 
I say unto you. Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you and persecute you ; 
that ye may be the children of your Fa- 
ther which is in heaven : for He maketh 
His sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and 
on the unjust. For if ye love them which, 
love you, what reward have ye ? do not 
even the publicans the same ? And if ye 
salute your brethren only, what do ye 
more than others ? do not even the pub- 




licans so ? Be ye therefore perfect, even 

as your Father which is in heaven is per- ifb^y< 

He then told them that they must not \^ 

only avoid impure actions, but that evil ^^ 1^ 

1 looks and corrupt desires were sinful. ^ ** ' 




We must avoid the great sin of taking Mse 
oaths. All our words are to be the truth. 

" Swear not at all : neither by heaven, 
for it is God's throne : nor by the earth, 
for it is His footstool : neither by Jeru- 
salem, for it is the city of the great King. 
But let your communication be yea, yea, 
nay, nay; for whatsoever is more than 
these Cometh of evil.'* 

The Saviour also teaches us how to 
pray, to fast, and give alms to the poor, 
in these words : — " Take heed that ye do 
not your alms before men, to be seen of 
them ; otherwise ye have no reward of 
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your Father which is in heaven. 
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fore when thou doest thiDe alms, do not 
sound & trumpet before thee, as the hypo- 
crites do ia the synagogues and in the 
streets J that they may have gbry of men. 
Verily I say unto you, They have their 
reward. But when thou doest alms, !et 
not thy left hand know what thy right 
hand doeth : that thine alma may be in 
secret : and thy Father which seeth m 
secret. Himself shall reward thee openiy. 
And when thou pray est, thou shalt not 
be as the hypocrites are : for they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and in 
the corners of the streets, that they may 
be aeen of men. Verily I say unto you, 
TTuey have their reword i But thouj when 
Ihon pray est, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to 
thy Father which ia in secret j and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward 




thee openly. But when ye pray^ use not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen do i for 
they think that they shall be heard for 
their much speaking, fie not ye there- 
fore like unto them : for your Father 
knowelh what thinga yc have need of 
before ye mk Him. After this manner 
therefore pray ye : Our Father, which art 
in heaven » hallowed be Thy namO' Thv 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, aa it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil : for thine is the kingdom^ 
and the power and the glory, for e\*er and 
ever* Amen. Fqr if ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you : but if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses* neither will your Father 
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1 forgive your treapaases. Moreover when 
y ye fastj be not as the hypocrites, of a 
aad coTintenance : for theydisfigare their 
facesj that they may appear unto men to 
fast. Verily I say unto you. They have 
their reward* But thou, when thou 
fastest, atioiut thine head^ and wash thy 
face ; that thou appear not unto men to 
fast* hut uoto thy Father which is in 
secret i and thy Father which aeeth in 
iT- ' Q^T^^ secret shall reward thee openly." 
^^\> \j* Jesus continued Hia diecotirse. He 
warned rich men not to Sove riches. He 
taught poor men to trust iti God's pro- 
videnccj saying : — " Lay not up for your- 
aelvea treasures upon earth, where moth 
ood mat doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal : but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heavenj where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through and 
steal : for where your treasure b, there 




will your heart be also. The light of the 
body is the eye : if therefore thine eye 
be single, thy whole body shall be full of 
light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole 
body shall be full of darkness. If there- 
fore the light that is in thee be darkness, 
how great is that darkness 1 No man 
can serve two masters : for either he will 
hate the one and love the other ; or else 
he will hold to the one and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon. Therefore I say unto you. Take 
no thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for 
your body, what ye shall put on. Is not 
the life more than meat, and the body 
than raiment ? Behold the fowls of the 
ah*: for they sow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye 
not much better than they? Which of 
you by taking thought can add one cubit 
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unto hi9 fltature? And why take ye 
thought for raiment T Consider the lilies 
of the field how they grow ; they toil oat, 
neither do they spin. Atid yet I say unto 
you, that even Solomon in all hb glory 
was not arrayed like one of these* Where- 
fore, if God so clothe the grass of the 
field, which to-day ie^ and to-morrow is 
cast into the oven, shall He not much 
more clothe you* O ye of tittle faith? 
Therefore take no thought, saying. What 
shall we eat ? or. What shall we drink ? 
or. Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 
(for after all these things do the Gentiles 
seek :) for your heavenly Father k no weth 
that ye have need of all these things. But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteous neas> and all these things shall 
be added unto you. Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow ; for the morrow 
70 
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shall take thought for the things of it- 
self. SufficiEnt unto the day is the evil 
thereof. 

"Judge not, that ye be not judged. 
For with what judgmeDt ye judge, ye 
ihall be judged : and with what measure 
ye metej it shall be measured to you 
again, And why behold est thou the 
mote that is in thy brother's eye, but 
ronsiderest not the beam that is in thine 
own eye ? Or how wilt thou say to thy 
brother. Let me pull out the mote out af 
thine eyej and, behold, a beam is in 
thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, firet 
cast out the beam out of thine own eye i 
and then shalt thou see dearly to cast 
out the mote out of thy brother's eye, 

" Give not that which is holy unto the 
doga, neither cast ye your pearls be- 
fore awine, lest they trample thtita under 
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their feet, and turn again and rend 
you. 

" Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek, 

(^j and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you : for every one that 

'f\ asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it 
shall be opened. Or what man is there 
of you, whom if his son ask bread, will 
he give him a stone ? Or if he ask a 
fish, will he give him a serpent ? If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more 
y shall your Father which is in heaven 
' give good things to them that ask Him ? 
Therefore all things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them : for this is the law and the 
prophets. ^^ 

" Enter ye in at the strait gate ; for ^^ 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to destruction, and many 




there be which go in thereat: because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it. 

" Beware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but in- 
wardly they are ravening wolves. Ye 
shall know them by their fruits. Do men 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ? 
Even so every good tree bringeth forth 
good fruit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a cor- 
rupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree 
that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore 
by their fruits ye shall know them. 

" Not every one that saith unto me. 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven ; but he that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven. Many 
will say to me in that day. Lord, Lord, 





have we not prophesied in Thy name? 
and in Thy name have cast out devils ? 
and in Thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you: depart from 
me, ye that work iniquity. 

" Therefore whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will 
liken him unto a wise man, which huilt 
his house upon a rock : and the rain de- 
scended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house, 
and it fell not ; for it was founded upon a 
rock. And every one that heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them not, 
shall b&likened unto a foolish man, which 
built his house upon the sand : and the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the vnnds blew, and beat upon that house ; 
and it fell, and great was the fall of it." 




Jesus finialied His disconrse, and all 
tlioae who htard Him were astonished ; for 
they had never before heard such words. 

These lessons of our Savionr are intended 
for U3, AS well aa for those who beard them, 
Happy fihuU we be if we make them the 
mle of our conduct, Wc must not only 
know the lessong which Christ beaches, but 
we ninfit obey theai, if we wiah to go to 
heaTflo. 



20. jKsua ht;al« tne sjcit, ano haises 

THE DAUQHTSn OF JAIRUS TO LIFG. 

ONtt day, as our Saviour was sitting la y^^$ | 
a house teaching the people, a poor mas\ fJ ^^i^Vj 
was brought in his bed to be cured of y"j;^ M\/ 
the palsy. There was a great crowd of ^ -V^ v t 
people round the housej, so that those 1 j«p-o^i^ 
who brought the sick man could not get 'N ''^- -iy 
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in to Jesus. But they were so anxious 
to have him cured, and they had such 
faith in the Saviour, that they carried 
the sick man to the top of the house, 
and let him down through the roof into 
the room where Jesus was sitting. When 
Jesus saw the faith they had in Him, He 
was pleased. He looked on the poor 
sick man with pity, and spoke kindly to 
him, saying, " Son, be of good cheer; 
thy sins be forgiven thee." The proud 
and envious Scribes and Pharisees were 
offended vdth Jesus, because He forgave 
the poor man's sins. Jesus knew their 
wicked thoughts, and said to them, 
" Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts ? 
for whether is easier to say. Thy sins be 

A forgiven thee ; or to say. Arise and walk ? 

* But that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive sins, 
(then saith He to the sick of the palsy,) 
Arise, take up thy bed, and go to thine 
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toBfle/' Directly our Lord had said 
these words, the poor man was cured ; 
and he got up, took his bed, and carried 
it home. When the people saw tbis, 
they were astonished ; and they glorified 
G<3dj and said, " We have seea strange 
things to-day." 

After this, Jesus went out of the house ; 
and as He was walking along the street, 
He saw Matthew sitting at the receipt of 
custom ; and He eaid to him. *' Follow 
me ;" and Matthew rose up and followed 
Jeaue, and invited Him to his house. 

Whilst Jesus was talking with His 
di&clplesj, one of the rulers^ named Jairus, 
came to Him, to ask Him to cure his 
little girl, who was very ill, Jairus fell 
down at the feet of Jesue, and prayed 
Him to go and lay His hands upon 
her^ and heal her. Jesus listened to his 
prayer, and He arose and went with him ; 
a ver)' great crowd of people followed 
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them- There was a woman in the crowd, 
who had been ill for many years. She 
had seen many doctors, and had spent a 
great deal of money in medicine, but it 
waa all in vain, for nothing did her any 
good, ks JesuE was walking along, she 
went close to Him, and touched the hem 
of Hia garment i for she believed that if 
she could only touch HIb garment she 
should be cured; and the moment she 
touched it she felt quite well. She thought 
no one observed her ; but how can any 
thing he hid from Jesus? He turned 
round and $aid, " Who touched tne ?" 
The people all declared they bad not done 
it. Peter and the other disciplea said, 
" Master, the multitude throng Thee 
and press Thee ; and say cat Thou, Who 
touched me?'* Jesus replied ^ " Some- 
body hath touched me; for I perceive 
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that virtue is gone out of me.'* When 
the poor woman saw that Jesus knew 
ail, she was seized with fear ; and casting 
herself at the feet of Jesus, she confessed 
what she had done. The Lord looked 
kindly upon her, and said, " Daughter, 
be of good comfort ; thy faith hath made 
thee whole ; go in peace.*' 

Whilst Jesus was speaking, one of the 
servants of Jairus came to him and said, 
" Thy daughter is dead ; trouble not the 
Master." When Jesus heard this. He 
said, ** Fear not ; believe only, and she 
shall be made whole." On reaching the 
house. He found it full of mourners, 
weeping for the loss of this young girl, 
who was about twelve years old. Jesus 
said to them, " Weep not ; she is not 
dead, but sleepeth." The people then 
mocked Jesus, because He said the child 
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was not dead, for they did not understand 
His words. Jesus ordered all of them 
to go away. He then went into the 
chamber with the father and mother, 
and with Peter, James, and John. The 
body of the little girl, who once flou- 
rished like a rose, was now pale and 
cold. The parents wept over her with 
the greatest sorrow. The tender heart 
of Jesus was full of compassion: He 
went up to the body, took hold of the 
hand, and in a kind gentle voice said, 
" Damsel, I say unto thee, arise." As 
soon as Jesus had said this, the child 
rose up and walked. 

Jesus then told them to give her some 
food; and He ordered them not to tell 
any one what had been done. But the 
noise of this great miracle soon spread 
through all the country. 

How good and kind it was of Jesus to 
raise this child to life ! He will, one day, 
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raise us all from our graves, as He did this 

little girl from her death-bed. Oh ! let us 

I love and praise Him for His goodness ! Let 

us pray that we may awake in His likeness ! 



21. HEALING THE PARALYTIC. 

At the feast of the Passover Jesus went to 
Jenisaiem. On the outside ofthe city there 
was a pool of water, which was surround- 
ed by a building called Bethesda, which 
means, the house of the merciful. This 
building was full of blind, lame, and 
other sick people, who waited for the 
moving of the water ; for sometimes an 
angel came down from heaven, and trou- 
bled the waters. The first person who 
went into the pool after this, was cured 
of whatever disease he had ; so that the 
sick waited in the building to see when 
the water moved, that they might be 
ready to jump in firdt. 
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Among these sick people there was 
a poor man who had lost the use of his 
limbs thirty-eight years. Jesus saw him 
lying there, and knew that he had been 
sick a long time; and He kindly asked 
the man, " Wilt thou be made whole ?" 
The poor man replied, " Sir, I have no 
one, when the water is troubled, to put 
me into the pool ; but, while 1 am com- 
ing, another steppeth down before me.** 
Jesus then said to him, " Rise, take up 
thy bed, and walk." Although this poor 
man had been a cripple so many years, 
he was now able to walk, and he rose up, 
took his bed, and walked home. 

As soon as Jesus had cured him. He 
went away, before the man could ask 
His name. It was on the Sabbath-day< 
When the Jews saw him carrying his 
bed, they said to him, " It is the Sabbath- 
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day; it is not lawful for thee to carry thy 
bed." The poor man told them that He 
who had cm'ed him said, " Take up thy 
bed and walk." They then asked him 
who the man was that had told him to 
do so ; but he could not tell them, as he 
did not know Jesus. 

A short time after, Jesus saw the man 
in the temple. He said to him, "Behold, 
thou art made whole : sin no more, lest 
a worse thing come upon thee." When 
the man knew that Jesus had cured 
him, he went and told the Jews. These 
wicked men hated Jesus ; and when they 
heard that He had cured a man on the 
Sabbath-day, they tried to kill Him. 

The Lord's day is sanctified by doing 
works of mercy, and not in neglecting them. 
And the true way of keeping the Sabbath is 
to worship God, and to do good to men. 
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22. OUR SAVIOUR CHOOSES HIS TWELVE 
APOSTLES. 

When Jesus returned to Galilee, a very 
great multitude followed Him, because 
they had heard of His wonderful mira- 
cles. The people came from all parts: 
some were deaf and dumb ; some blind, 
and lame, and paralytic ; and others had 
evil spirits. They all tried to touch Jesus, 
that they might be cured. Jesus pitied 
them, and healed them all. He felt great 
compassion for these poor people, who 
were ignorant and wicked. They were 
scattered like sheep without a shepherd. 
The sight of their misery moved the ten- 
der heart of the Saviour ; and He said to 
His disciples, "The harvest truly is plen- 
teous, but the labourers are few ; pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
He will send forth labourers mto His 
harvest." 




Jesus had been preaching in all the 
cities and villages; and when He had 
ended His long and weary journeys. He 
went up into a mountain, and spent the 
whole night in prayer. In the morning. 
He called His disciples, and chose twelve 
of them. These He called " apostles." 
Their names were, " Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, James and 
John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew 
and Thomas, James the son of Alphseus, 
and Simon called Zelotes, and Judas the 
brother of James, and Judas Iscariot. 
These twelve Jesus sent forth, and com- 
manded them, saying. Go not into the 
way of the Gentiles, and into any city of 
the Samaritans enter ye not : but go ra- 
ther to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. And as- ye go, preach, saying. 
The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal 
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, 
cast out devils: freely ye have received, 
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freely give. Provide neither gold, nor 
silver, nor brass in your purses, nor 
scrip for your journey, neither two coats, 
neither shoes, nor yet staves : for the 
workman is worthy of his meat. And 
into whatsoever city or town ye shall 
enter, inquire who in it is worthy ; and 
(^ there abide till ye go thence. And when 
ye come into an house, salute it. And if 

j the house be worthy, let your peace come 
upon it : but if it be not worthy, let your 

* peace return to you. And whosoever shall 
^ not receive you, nor hear your words, 
when ye depart out of that house or city, 
shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I 
say unto you. It shall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in 
the day of judgment, than for that city. 

** Behold, I send you forth as sheep in 
the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise 





afi serpents, and harmless as doves. But 
beware of men : for they will deliver you 
up to the councils, and they mil scourge 
you in their synago§;ue& ; and ye shall be 
brought before governors and kings for 
my sake, far a testimony against them 
and the Gentiles. But when the)? deliver 
you upj take no thought bow or what ye 
shttH speak : for it shall be given you in 
that same hour what ye shall speak. For 
it 13 not ye that speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father which speaketh iti you. And 
the brother shall deliver up the brother 
to death, and the father the child ; and 
the children shall rise up against their 
parentg, and cause them to be put to 
death, And ye shall be hated of all men 
for my name's sake : but he that en- 
durdih to the end shall be saved. But 
when they persecute you in this city, flee 
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ye into another : for verily I say unto 
you. Ye shall not have gone over the 
cities of Israel till the Son of man be 
come. The disciple is not above his mas- 
ter, nor the servant above his lord. It is 



\l/ *'\ enough for the disciple that he be as his 
^* W^, master, and the servant as his lord. If 



they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebub, how much more shall they 
call them of his household ? Fear them 
not, therefore : for there is nothing co- 
vered, that shall not be revealed; and 
hid, that shall not be known. What I 
tell you in darkness, that speak ye in 
light : and what ye hear in the ear, that 
preach ye upon the house-tops. And 
fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul : but rather 
fear Hira which is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell. Are not two 
sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of 
them shall not fall on the ground without 




your Father. But the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Fear ye not, there- 
fore : ye are of more value than many 
sparrows. Whosoever, therefore, shall 
confess me before men, him will I con- 
fess also before my Father which is in 
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me 
before men, him will I also deny before 
my Father which is in heaven. Think 
not that I am come to send peace on 
earth : I came not to send peace, but a 
sword. For I am come to set a man 
at variance against his father, and the 
daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in- 
law. And a man's foes shall be they of 
his own household. He that loveth fa- 
ther or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me : and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me. And he that taketh not his cross, 
and foUoweth after me, is not worthy of 
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me. He that findeth his life shall lose 
it; and he that loseth his life for my sake 
shall find it. 

" He that receiveth yon receiveth me ; 
and he that receiveth me receiveth Him 
that sent me. He that receiveth a pro- 
phet in the name of a prophet shall re- 
ceive a prophet's reward; and he that 
receiveth a righteous man in the name of 
a righteous man shall receive a righteous 
man's reward. And whosoever shall give 
to drink unto one of these little ones a 
cup of cold water only in the name of a 
disciple, verily 1 say unto you, he shall 
in no wise lose his reward." 

After Jesus had finished these words. 
He sent out His apostles, by two and two, 
into all the towns and villages, to tell 
men to repent of their sins. He also 
gave them power to heal all kinds of 



dteeaae, Jeaus then left Galilee to preach 
ajid do good all round the country^ 



23. THE FAB^BLEB OF OUR ULEBSEU 

SAVioun. 

Jesus was hy tho sea-side, and a great 
multitude stood round Him. He then 
went into a ship, whilst the people stood 
on the shore. He taught His holy doc- 
trine in the form of pai'ables, saying, " A 
sower went out to sow his seed i and as 
he sowed, soms fell by the way-side, and 
it was trodden down, and the fowls of 
the air devoured it. And some fell upon 
a rock, and as soon as it was sprung up, 
it withered away, because it lacked mois- 
ture. And some fell among thorns, and 
the thoma sprang up with it, and choked 
it And other fell on good ground, and 




^ 



,m 



■^ 



sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. 
And when He had said these things, He 
cried. He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. And His disciples asked Him, say- 
ing. What might this parable be V* 

Jesus then explained this parable to them . 
And He said, " Unto you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
Grod : but to others in parables ; that see- 
ing they might not see, and hearing they 
might not understand. Now the parable 
is this : The seed is the Word of Grod. 
Those by the way- side are they that hear ; 
^) then cometh the devil, and taketh away 
' ' the word out of their hearts, lest they 
should believe, and be saved. They on 
the rock are they which, when they hear, 
^1 receive the word with joy; and these 
*' have no root, which for a while believe, 
and in time of temptation fall away. 
And that which fell among thorns, are 
they which, when they have heard, go 





forth, and are choked with cares, and 
riches, and pleasures of this life, and 
bring no fruit to perfection. But that 
on the good ground, are they which, in 
an honest and good heart, having heard 
the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit 
with patience." 

In another parable He taught them 
about the kingdom of heaven on earth, that 
is, the Church, saying : " The kingdom 
of heaven is likened unto a man which 
sowed good seed in his field. But while 
men slept, his enemy came and sowed 
tares among the wheat, and went his 
way. But when the blade was sprung 
up, and brought forth fruit, then ap- 
peared the tares also. So the servants 
of the householder came, and said unto 
him. Sir, didst not thou sow good seed 
in thy field? from whence then hath it 
tares? He said unto them. An enemy 
hath done this. The servants said unto 
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him. Wilt thou then that we go and ga- 
ther them up ? But he said. Nay ; lest 
while ye gather up the tares, ye root 
up also the wheat with them. Let both 
grow together until the harvest ; and in 
the time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers. Gather ye together first the tares, 
and bind them in bundles to bum them : 
but gather the wheat into my bam." 

Jesus then explained this parable, say- 
ing, " He that soweth the good seed is the 
Son of man ; the field is the world ; the 
good seed are the children of the king- 
dom ; but the tares are the children of 
the wicked one ; the enemy that sowed 
them is the devil ; the harvest is the end 
of the world ; and the reapers are the 
angels. As therefore the tares are ga- 
thered and burned in the fire ; so shall it 
be in the end of this world. The Son of 




luaa shall send forth His angebj, and 

they ehall gather out of His kkigdorn all 

things that offend, and them which do 

iaiquity ; and shall cast them into a fur- [^ 

nace of fire ; there shall he wailing 

gnashing of teeth. Then shall the 

teous shine forth as the sun in the king- J^J^^vTyC 

dom of their Father, Who hath ears to 

hear, let him hear." 
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O how dreadful is the state of the wicked 
in the neit wi>rld 1 They will be ^epairfibed 
for ever fram the society of the good. Shut 
out of heaven I they will weep and be always 
unhappy J If we wi^h to escape this dread- 
fhl end;^ we most use all our effbrtii to keep 
from Bin. All who love Jestts, and follow 
Hitn, by avoiding eviU and keeping His 
commandments, will be saved from this nii- 
wry, and live in heaven for ever ydth the 
Lord* G<id is so merciful and g^ood^ that 
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He is always ready to give us His grace to 
help us to do what is right. Let us then 
pray always for this grace, and give up all 
our wicked thoughts, words, and works. 



fc£^ V^ 24. THE PARABLES CONTINUED. 

^ " The kingdom of heaven is like to a 
JJ3 grain of mustard-seed, which a man took 
and sowed in his field: which indeed 
is the least of all seeds ; but when it is 
grown, it is the greatest among herbs, 
and becometh a tree, so that the birds of 
the air come and lodge in the branches 
thereof." 

This parable is an image of the holy Church 
of Jesus Christ, which from smaU beginnings 
has spread itself over the whole world, and 
has received all the kingdoms of the earth 
into its bosom, by holy baptism. 

" The kingdom of heaven," said Jesus 
again, " is like unto leaven, which a wo- 
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man took, and hid in three measures of 
meal, till the whole was leavened." 

We have been baptised into the kingdom ' 
of Jesus Christ ; and our whole souls ought 
to be full of the Divine Spirit of our Saviour. 
All our thoughts, all our words and actions, 
ought to be holy and heavenly. 

" The kingdom of heaven/' continued 
Jesus, " is like unto treasure hid in a 
field ; the which when a man hath found 
he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and 
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that 
field." 

We must not think any thing too pre- 
cious to sacrifice for our salvation and sanc- 
tification. 



" Either make the tree good, and his 
fruit goodj or else make the tree cor- 
rupt, and his fruit corrupt ; for the tree JIJti 
is known by his fruit." 

Pious words and good resolutions are 
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no use if tbey do not lead to good works. 
They are of no more value than a frmt-tree 
whicbh bearg no fruit* 

*' And Ho spake this parable unto 
them J saying, What man of you having 
an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them^ 
doth not leave the ninety and nine m the 
wilderness, and go after that which is 
loat, until he find it? And when be hath 
found it, he layeth it on his shouldei^j 
rejoicing. And when he cometh home, 
lie calleth together hia friends and neigh- 
bours, saying unto them. Rejoice with 
me, for I have found my aheep which 
was lost. 1 say unto yoUp That likewise 
joy shall be in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety 
\L^ aiid nine just persona, which need no 
^^ repentance. Either what ft'^oman having 
ten pieces of silver, if ehe lose one piece^ 



ri 



3 



I 




^ 




i^G),^ 



doth not light a candle, and sweep the 
house, and seek diligently till she find it ? 
And when she hath found it, she calleth ^ 
her friends and her neighbours together, 
saying. Rejoice with me, for I have found 
the piece which I had lost. Likewise, I 
say unto you. There is joy in the pre- 
sence of the angels of God over one sin- 
ner that repenteth/' 

It is thus that the Lord Jesus seeks lost 
sinners, and brings them back to Himself; 
and it is thus that the angels in heaven re- 
joice when a man turns from his wicked 
ways into the paths of goodness. Oh, how 
much we ought to love our Sayiour, and try 
to do what He bids us 1 
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25. RVIf ARKABLE SENTENCES SPOKEN BY 
OUR LORD. 

A DOCTOR of the law came to our Lord, 
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'^^ and asked Him, " Which is the great com- 

' p mandment of the law ?" Jesus said unto 

him, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 

and with all thy mind. This is the first 

, and great commandment. And the se- 

^ cond is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself. On these two com- 

^-^ mandments hang all the law and the pro- 

I;i phets." 

These are some of the most important 

\i* /V^ words that were ever spoken to man. We 

%i ^W \ W vaMst obey them, if we wish to go to heaven. 

-^ tik One day, when a great many people 
were standing by the Lord, He spoke 
these words, which are of the greatest 

'f\t'~\7i. ^°°c^"^ *° *^^ ^^ ^s • — " ^ tliJuik Thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be- 
cause Thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
'^'i^ them unto babes. Even so. Father; for 





so it seemed good in Thy sight. All 
things are delivered unto me of my Fa- 
ther ; and no man knoweth the Son, but 
the Father; neither knoweth any man 
the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal Him." 
" Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart ; 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls ; 
for my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light." 

A certain man thought that our Lord 
was going to found an earthly kingdom, 
and that he should become a great man ; 
and he came to Jesus, and said unto 
Him, " Lord, I will follow Thee whither- 
soever Thou goest." The Lord replied, 
" Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests ; but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay His head." 
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Another said to Him« "Lord, I will 
follow Thee ; bat let me first go bid them 
farewell which are at home at my house." 
Jesus saw that he was not firm, but that 
his friends kept him back ; and He said 
to him, " No man, having put his hand 
to the plough, and looking back, is fit 
for the kingdom of God/' 

As the Lord Jesus was sitting in the 
temple, he saw many rich people putting 
their money into the treasury. He saw 
also a very poor widow woman put in two 
mites, which make a farthing. And He 
called His disciples, and said, " Verily I 
say unto you, that this poor widow hath 
cast more in than all they which have 
cast into the treasury ; for all they did 
cast in of their abundance ; but she of 
her want did cast in all that she had, 
even all her living." 




The Lord Jesas judges of the actions of 

men by the motives with which they are 
done. He respects a small alms, or a little 
sacrifice, if g;iven with a pure hearty and with 
the desire of pleasing Him alone, much more 
than He dcres the greatest charity and the 
practice of the most austere virtues, when 
they cdme from an evil heart, or are done 
to seek the praises of men. How •cheering 
it is to know that our simple and conunon 
duties are Jioly and pleading to God, if they 
are done from love to Him ! lu all our 
actiDDs let n9 do aE to the glory of God. 

A perBon asked Him, " Lord, are there 
few that be sa^ed?" Jesus replied* "Strive 
to enter in at the strait gate; for many, 
I say unto you, will seek to enter iiij nnd 
shall not be able. When once the Master 
of the house ia risen up, and hath shut- 
to the doorj and ye begin to stand with- 
out, and to knock at the door, Baying, 
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*Lord, Lord, open unto us!' and He 
Bhall answer, and say unto you, ' I know 
r^-X/r-^ you not whence ye are.' Then shall ye 
{l,\ begin to say, ' We have eaten and drunk 
in Thy presence, and Thou hast taught 
in our streets.* But He shall say, ' I tell 
you, I know you not whence ye are : de- 
part from me, all ye workers of iniquity. 
There shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, 
in the kingdom of God, and you your- 
selves thrust out. And they shall come 
from the east, and from the west, and ; 
from the north, and from the south, and 
shall sit down in the kingdom of God.* " 
St. Peter came one day to Jesus, and 
said to Him, " Lord, how oft shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him ? 
till seven times V* Peter thought he had 
said a great deal when he asked if he 
should forgive his brother "seven times." 




But the Lord answered, *' I say not unto 
thee until seven times, but until seventy 
times seven." 

Our Saviour here teaches us that we must 
freely, and with a sincere heart, forgive men 
all that they have done against us, and that 
we must never *' bear malice or hatred in 
our hearts." This is God's command ; and 
nothing is more displeasing to Him than a 
malicious and revengeful spirit. 
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26. THE DEATH OF JOHN BAPTIST. 

Herod, the son of that wicked king who 
had slain the infants at Bethlehem, was 
governor of Galilee. He heard what a 
wonderful man John the Baptist was, 
and he sent for him. When John came, 
he told Herod of his sins, especially of 
the wickedness of marrying his brother's 
wife. Herod knew that St. John was a 
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veiy holy man ; and he was afmid of biiHj 
and did tdohv things that Johu told him ; 
but he would not listen to what John 
said against his manning. 

From this time Heroiiias, the wife of 
Herod's brother Philip, hated John, and 
determined to have her revenge on him. 
She made Herod put this holy man into 
prison. 

Soon after Herod had done this, he 
kept hh birthday, and made a grnnd 
feast, to which he asked all his nobles. 
The daughter of Herodias came to the 
feast, and danced before all the company. 
Herod and his friends were so much 
pleased with her dancing, that he fool- 
ishly promised to give her any thing she 
a^ked for, even if it was half his kingdom. 
The girl did not know what to ask for ; 
so she went to her motherj and said, 
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"What shall I ask?" 

man replied, *' The head of John the j 
Baptist." The young girl then made (. 
haste hack to Herod, and said, " I will ^^ 
that thou give me, by and by, in a 
charger, the head of John the Baptist." 
When Herod heard this, he was very 
sorry ; but he dare not break his oath, '^t 
So he sent his guards to the prison to 
take off the head of the holy prophet, 
which they did; and they brought the ^ 
bleeding head in a charger to the girl ; ^^^ 
and she took it to her mother. 

It was very wrong of Herod to make such f*. L^j?: /\ 
a rash vow ; but he was not obliged to keep > V^' > / 
it, for in doing so he was guilty of the most 
dreadful crime. He took away the life of y | 
this good man to please a wicked woman, ^ 
who hated him because he had reproved her 
evil ways. In dying this violent death, the y 
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holy forerunner of the Lord Jesus Christ 
has obtained the glorious crown of martyr- 
dom. He teaches us, by his example, that 
we should rather die, than sacrifice the sa- 
V cred interests of virtue and religion. 
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27. THE LORD JESUS BLESSES LITTLE 
CHILDREN. 

The Lord Jesus was always followed by 
a great crowd of people, who came to 
hear Him, and to be cured by Him. 
One day some people brought little chil- 
dren, that He might put His hands up- 
on them ; but His disciples would have 
sent them away. When Jesus heard 
them. He was not pleased with the dis- 
r] ciples, for He loved little children ; and 
*" He said, " Suflfer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not; for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven. Verily 
I say unto you, whosoever shall not re- 
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ceive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall not enter therein/* And He 
took the little children in His arms, put 
His hands upon them, and blessed them. 
One day the disciples were quarrelling 
about which of them should be the chief. 
The Lord knew their thoughts ; and, in 
order to teach them better. He took a little 
child, and set it in the midst of them, 
and said, "Verily I say unto you, except 
ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Whosoever, there- 
fore, shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is greatest in the king- 
dom of heaven. And whoso shall receive 
one such little child in my name, receiv- 
eth me. But whoso shall offend one of 
these little ones which believe in me, it 
were better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe 
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unto the world because of otfences : for 
it must needfi be that offencea come : but 
woe to that man by whom the offence 
Cometh. Wberefore if thy haiid or thy ^J;l 
foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast li^ 
them from thee : it is better for thee to KR 
enter into life halt or maimed, rather Ihan 
having two bao^ds or two feet to be coat 
into everlasting fire. And if thine eye 
offend theCj pluck it out* and cast it from 
thee : it is better for thee to enter into 
life with one eyCj rather than having two 
eyes to be cast into hell -fire. Take heed 
that ye despise not one of these little 
ones ; for 1 say unto you, that in heaven 
their angels do always behold the face of 
my Father which is in heaven," 

Oh, what great lofe does the Lord Jteua 
Christ here shew to little children 1 They are 
the special objects of His tender cane^ Tt is to 
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them that He shews the most toiichin^ proofs 
of His goo(JU)efi ; ^nd He tellj His discipLee 
that they mu5t be open, simple, and iiino- 
cent OS little cMldren. We must try, then, 
to preserve these precious virtues ; for Jesus 
lovea ua ; and we oug^ht so to love Him, that 
we would rather die a thoUEEud timed than 
oflisnd HIiQr hy doing what U wrong. 
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28. THE TRANSFIOURATlOlf. 

Outt bleaaed Saviour took the three dis- 
ciples whom He loved most ^ Peter, 
James, and John — up a high mountain. 
V^ hen they were at the top, the Lord 
Jesus knelt down to pray; and, as He 
prayed J His face shone as bright as the 
sun, and His raiment became as white 
as snow, and shone like a bright light- 
And the disciples saw two men, sur- 
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rounded with heavenly glory, talking 
with the Lord Jesus. These men were 
Moses and Elias. The disciples were 
filled with holy fear at this wonderful 
sight. St. Peter said, with great de- 
light, "Master, it is good for us to be 
here ; and let us make three tabernacles 
— one for Thee, and one for Moses, and 
one for Elias." While he was speaking, 
a bright cloud came over them; and a 
Voice came out of the cloud, saying, 
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased : hear ye Him." When 
the disciples heard this Voice, they were 
afraid, and fell on their faces to the 
ground. But Jesus went to them, and 
touched them, saying, "Arise, and be 
not afraid." And when they looked up, 
they saw the Lord Jesus by Himself, 
looking as He always did. 

As they came down from the moun- 
tain, our Lord said to them, " Tell the 
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vision to no man until the Son of man 
be risen again from the dead." The dis- 
ciples did not know what He meant by 
rising from the dead. 

After this, Jesus spoke to them more 
plainly about His death; for He said, K 
" The Son of man shall be betrayed into - ^ 
the hands of men, and they shall kill 
Him, and the third day He shall be 
raised again." And they were very 
sorry. 

Upon the mountain our blessed Saviour 
shewed His disciples the glory which He 
had in heaven as the Son of God. Let us 
pray, and strive to love and obey Him, and 
follow His steps here upon earth : then we 
shall see Him thus in heaven. 



29. THE PaODIGAL SON. 

Our Lord loved to teach by parables. 
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One of the moBt beautiftil which He 
gave -waa this : — "A certain mau had 
two sons ; and the younger of them 
said to his father j Father, give me the 
portion of goods that falkth to me. 
And he divided unto them bis living. 
And not to any days after, the younger 
son gathered all together, and took his 
journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance with riotouB lii^ing. 
And when he had spent all, there arose 
a mighty famine in that land ; and he 
began to he in wont. And he went and 
joined himself to a citizen of that coun- 
try'; and he sent him into his fields to 
feed swine. And he would fain have 
filled hia belly with the busier that the 
swine did eat : and no man gave unto 
him. And when he came to himself, he 
said* How many hired servants of my 




father's have bread enough and to spare, 
and r perish with hunger! I will arise 
. and go to my father, and will say unto 
' him, Father> I have sinned against hea- 
ven* and before the^, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son ; make me 
as one of thy hired servants. And he 
arogCj and came to his father. But when 
he was yet a great way off, Mb father 
saw him, and had compassion, and lun, 
and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 
And the son said unto him, Father, I 
have sinaed against heaven, and in thy 
Eighty and am no more worthy to be 
called thy eon. But the father said to 
his servantfl, Bring forth the best robe^ 
and put it on him; and put a ring on 
his hand, and ehoe« on his feet: and 
bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it ; 
and let us eat, and be merry ; for this 




my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found. And they 
began to be merry." 

What fetherly kindness ! It is thus God ^ 
acts towards truly penitent sinners. 

"Now his elder son was in the field; 
and as he came and drew nigh to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. And 
he called one of the servants, and asked 
what these things meant. And he said 
unto him. Thy brother is come ; and thy 
father hath killed the fatted calf, because 
he hath received him safe and sound. 
And he was angry, and would not go 
in : therefore came his father out, and 
entreated him. And he answering said 
to his father, Lo, these many years do I 
serve thee, neither transgressed I at any 
time thy commandment; and yet thou 
never gavest me a kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends : but as soon as 
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this thy son was come, which hath de- 
voured thy living with harlots, thou hast 
killed for him the fatted calf. And he 
said unto him. Son, thou art ever with 
me, and all that I have is thine. It was 
meet that we should make merry, and 
be glad : for this thy brother was dead, 
and is alive again ; and was lost, and is 
found." 

We must not be unkind and envious of 
others, as this brother was ; but radier be 
tender and merciful, as our heavenly Father 



30. THB QOOD SAMARITAN. 

A LAWYER one day asked our Lord what 
he must do to be saved. The Lord told 
him that he must love God with all his 
heart, and mind, and soul, and strength ; 
and that he must love his neighbour 
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as lie loved himself. The lawyer then 
Bsked who was hia neighbour. Jesus 
anaweritig said, *' A certain man we at 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho^ and 
fell among thieves, which Btripped him 
of his raiment^ and wounded him^ and 

§& departed, leaving him half dead. And 
^j\ by chance then? came down a certain 

^ priest that way ; and, when he saw him, 

p^ he paased by on the other side* And 

' Ukewise a Le'i'ite, when he was at the 

<^ place, came and looked on him, and 

1% passed by on the other side. But a cer- 
tain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
where he was ; and, when he saw him, 
he had compassion on him, and went to 
him, and bound up his wounds^ pouring 
in oil and wine^ and set him on his own 
beast, and brought him to an iiin, and 
toolt care of him. And on the morrow, 
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wlien he departed, be took out two pence, 
and gave them to the host, and said unto 
him. Take care of hitn ; and whataqever 
thou spEndeBt more, when I come agaiu^ 
I will repay thee. Which now of these 
three, thickest thou, was neighbour unto 
him that fell among the thieves? And 
he said, He that shewed mercy on him." 

The true love of our neighbour is to help 
him who is in need, even if he lives in 
error. Our Saviour eaya, " Go, and do thoti 
likewise." 
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^L TflE RICH KAN AND LAZAaUS, 

"Thers was a certain rich man, which 
was clothcKi in ptrrple and fine linen* and 
fared sumptuoQBly every day. And there 
was a certain beggar named Lazarus^ 
which waa laid at his gate full of sore^, 




f* 



:f 



i 



(S 



and desiring to be fed with the crumbs 
which fell from the rich man's table: 
moreover, the dogs came and licked his 
sores. And it came to pass that the 
beggar died, and was carried by the an- 
gels into Abraham's bosom. The rich 
man also died, and was buried : and in 
hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 
in his bosom. And he cried and said. 
Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 
But Abraham said. Son, remember that 
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good 
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things ; 
but now he is comforted, and thou art 
tormented. And besides all this, between 
us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so 
that they who would pass from hence to 
you cannot ; neither can they pass to us. 




that would come from thence. Then he 
said> I pray thee therefore, father, that 
thou wouldest send him to my father's 
house : for I have five biethren ; that he 
may testify unto them, lest they also 
come into this place of torment. Abra- 
ham saith unto him, They have Moses 
and the prophets ; let them hear them. 
And he said. Nay, father Abraham ; but 
if one went unto them from the dead, 
they will repent. And he said unto him. 
If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead." 

It is much better to be poor and pious in 
this life, than to be rich and selfish ; for, 
after suffering a few slight troubles here, the 
pious man will be taken to Paradise, where (i 
he will enjoy the greatest happiness for ever; 
whilst the selfish, after a few vain pleasures, 
which cannot make him happy, will be sent 
to a place of misery and punishment. If 




God gives ua riches, we muat use them in 
doing good — io feeding the hungry, cloth- 
ing the nak^, and in building churches and 
sehools ; we shull then have God's blessing. 
But if, matesd of doing these thinpt we 
spend all our money in fine cli>the3^ in 
housesi^ and in plpasurc, we ^ball be pu- 
nished in the next world as this rich man 
was. 



S2. VARIOUfl INSTUUCTIVE EVENTS. 

When our Lord Jeaus Christ was at 
Capernaum with Hia di&ciples, the men 
who collected the tribute-money CEune 
to St. Peter, and said, " Dott not your 
Master pay tribute ?" Peter replied, 
" Yea/' and went into the house to tell 
his Mflfltep, The Lord Jesus said to him, 
" Lest WE should offend them, go thou 
to the sea, and take up the fish that 
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firsl Cometh up ; and when thou hsst 
opened his mouth, thou shalt find a 
piece of money; that take, and give unto 
them for me and thee/' Peter did as 
Je9U3 told him ; and he found the mouey 
in the fish's mouth, which he took to the 
collector. The Lord Jeaus always acted 
ju3tly towards the rulers of this work), 
and obeyed their authority. 

JesuB set out on His way to Jerusa- 
lem ; and He sent His disciples into a 
village of the Samaritans, to prepare a 
place for Him ; but the people would not 
let Him stop there. When the disciples 
St. James and St, John saw this, they 
were very angry, and said, *' Lord, wilt 
Thou that we command fire to come 
down from henvcn, and consume them V^ 
Jesus turned round to rebuke them, and 
aaid, '* Ye know not what manner of 
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spirit ye are of. For the Son of Man is I 
not come to destroy men's lives, but to 
save them." They then went on to 
another village. 

If our zeal makes as cruel and unkmd, it 
displeases our Saviour ; for He has told us 
that we must love and pray for those who 
are unkind to us. If we do not, we cannot 
be His disciples. 

After this our Lord Jesus and His dis- 
ciples went on to the village of Bethany, 
in which lived two sisters, Martha and 
Mary. Martha received the Saviour into 
her house. Her sister Mary sat down at 
the feet of Jesus to listen to His words ; 
but Martha was so anxious to make the 
house comfortable, that she was vexed 
Mary did not help her. And she went to 
the Saviour, and said, " Lord, dost Thou 
not care that my sister hath left me to 
serve alone ? bid her, therefore, that she 
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help me." Jesus answered, "Martha, 
Martha, thou art careful and troubled 
about many things: but one thing is 
needful; and Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken 
away from her." 

Although it would be wicked to neglect 
the duties of this life, we must never so 
attend to them as to leave no time to listen 
to the Word of God, and to observe His com- 
mandments. This is the *' one thing need- 
fol," because upon it our salvation depends. 
If this is neglected, nothing else can do us 
any good ; for we shall be lost and unhappy 
for ever and ever. 



33. LAZARUS RAISED FROM THE DEAD. 

Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Mar- 
tha, was very ill. His sisters knew 
that the Lord Jesus could cure him ; and 
they sent to tell Him that Lazarus was 
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sick. Jcsue loved Lazarus and his sis- 
ters ; and when He liijard thb, He said, 
" This sicks ess ia not unto death* but for 
the glory of God, that the Son of G^d 
might be glorified thereby." The Sa- 
viour did not go to Lazarua at once ; but 
on the third day He said to His disciples. 
"Let u£ go into Judej) a^n : ouf friend 
Lazarug sleepeth j but I go that I may 
awake him out of sleep,** Our Lord Je- 
BUB knew that he was dead, and that He 
could bring him to life. 

When He came near to the little town 
of Bethanyj where Mary and Martha 
lived J He waa told that Lazarus had been 
in the grave four days. Aa soon as Mar- 
tha beard that the Lord was coming, she 
went to meet Him; and she said, '* Lord, 
if Thou hadat been here, my brother had 
not died*" Tht! Lord JeauB said to her : 




" Thy brother Bhall rise again." Mar- 
tha aaith to Him : " 1 know that he shall 
riae again in the resurrection at the last 
day." JeatiB said unto hpr ; " I am the 
Resurrection and thtJ Lift: be that be- 
liewth in rae, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live y and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die. Believest 
thou this ?" Martha said : '* Y^a, Lord -, 
I believe that Hi on art the Christy the 
Son of God^ which should come into the 
world. ^' 

Martha then went and told her sister 
Mary that the Saviour was come. Mary 
rose up from her soat, to go to the Lord 
Jesus. When sb** saw Him, she fell 
down at His feetj. weepiog, and say- 
ing: *' Lord J if Thou hadat been here, 
my brother had not died.** The merciful 
Je&u6 wafi so full of love and goodnesis, 









that He wept when He saw Mary and 
the Jews weeping. And He said : "Where 
have ye laid him V* Jesus went to the 
grave full of grief. The grave was a cave 
in a rock, and was covered with a great 
stone. The Lord then told them to take 
the stone away; and He looked up to 
heaven, and said, " Father, I thank Thee 
that Thou hast heard me. And I knew 
that Thou hearest me always: but be- 
cause of the people which stand by, I 
said it, that they may believe that Thou 
hast sent me." Jesus then cried with 
a loud voice, saying: "Lazarus, come 
forth." At the word of the Lord Jesus, 
Lazarus came to life, and walked out of 
the cave. 

How wonderful to see a dead man brought 
to Ufe by a word ! We most remember that 
the Lord Jesus Christ was the Son of God ; 
and that He will some day raise all the dead 
to hfe, as He raised Lazarus. 

12S 



L^l 




34. MARY ANOINTS THE SAVIOUR'S FEET. L K^V 



SoMB of the Jews who saw Lazarus 
raised to life believed Jesus Christ to be 
the Messiah ; but some of them were so 
wicked as to go and tell the Pharisees 
what He had done ; and they sought to 
kill Him. The Lord Jesus knew this, 
and He went to a place called Ephraim. 
Six days before the passover. He went 
again to Bethany. And they made Him 
a supper at the house of a man named 
Simon, who was a leper. Lazarus sat 
at the table; and Martha waited upon 
them. Then Mary took a box of precious 
ointment, and poured it over the feet of 
the holy Jesus, and wiped them with her 
hair. When the wicked Judas saw what 
Mary had done, he said : " Why was this 
waste of the ointment made ? for it might 
have been sold for three hundred pence, 
and have been given to the poor." Judas 
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was a hypacrit€, and did not care for the 
poor ; but he wanted to get the money 
for his owD use. The Lord Jesus said : 
" Let her alone ; why trouble ye her? 
she hath wrought a good work on Me. 
For ye have the poor with you always, 
and whenfloever ye will, ye raay do them 
good ; but Me ye have not always. She 
hath done what she could : she is come 
beforehand to anoint My Body to the 
burying. Verily I say unto you, where- 
soever this Gospel ah all be pleached 
throughout the whole world, this also 
that she hath done shall be spoken of 
for a memorial of ter." 

It waa lave and gmtitude to the blessed 
S&fiour that made Mary do this; End the 
Lord rewarded her. Ke never forgets those 
wbo lo^e Him. 
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Z5, TUE SOLEUIT ENTRr OF THE LOAD 
JBlUa CHRIST INTO JJ5BUSALEJ1- 

After this, Jeaus went fcowBrda Jerusa- ^ 
lem. When He cajiie to the Mouot of V-iV^ 
Olivea, He said to two of the disciples : 
" Go unto the village over against you^ 
and straightway ye shall fi ad a a ass tied, 
and a colt with herj loose thera, and 
bring them unto me. And if any man 
say aught unto you, ye shall &ay. The Lord 
hath need of them i and straightway he 
will send them." The disciples did as 
the Lord told them; and they brought 
Uie as8 to Him. They then put their 
garments upon the ass, and set Je&ua on ^ , 
it» Id doing this our Lord fulfilled this 
prophecVi which had been spoken many 
|Ws hun^lreda of years before : " Tell ye the 
Mi^ daughter of Sion, behold, thy King com- 
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eth unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an 
ass, and a colt the foal of an ass." 

The blessed Jesus rode on towards Je- 
rusalem ; and a great many people, who 
had seen His miracles, went after Him. ; 
And they were so full of joy, that some 
of them spread their garments in the way 
•—others climbed into the palm-trees, and 
cut off branches, to strew along the road. 
The whole multitude cried out, as they 
went along, *'Hosanna to the Son of 
David ! blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord ! Hosanna in the high- 
est!" 

When the Lord Jesus came near to 
the city. He looked on it with pity, and 
wept, because He knew that it would 
soon be destroyed for its wickedness ; 
and He said, " If thou hadst known, 
even thou, in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace ! but now 
they are hid from thine eyes. For the 
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days shall come upon thee^ that thine 
enemies shall cast a trench about thee, 
and compass thee round, and keep thee 
in on every side ; and shall lay thee even 
with the ground, and thy children within 
thee; and they shall not leave in thee 
one stone upon another; because thou 
knewest not the time of thy visitation." 

All this happened about forty years 
after. 

It was thus the Saviour entered into 
Jerusalem ; and all the city was moved ; 
and the people asked, " Who is this V* 
Those who came vdth Him said : " This 
is Jesus, the Prophet of Nazareth of Ga- 
lilee." 

Jesus then went into the temple, and 
drove out all the men who sold doves 
and oxen in it. It was as wicked to 
buy and sell in the temple as it would 
be to do so in a church. Many blind 
and lame persons, knowing that the Lord i 
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Jesus could cure them, came to the tem> 
pie; and He healed them. The little 
children also came round the Saviour, 
and sang, " Hosanna to the Son of 
David!" 

When the chief priests and Scribes saw 
the wonderful things done by Jesus, and 
heard the little children sing His praise, 
they were very angry ; and they said, 
" nearest Thou what these say ?" The 
Lord said : " Yea ; have ye never read. 
Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
Thou hast perfected praise V* 

The great God in heaven listens to the 
praises and prayers of little children. Oh» 
how good and happy they ought to be ! and 
how often ought they to sing holy hymns to 
their Saviour, who loves them so much \ 




ZQ* BEMAElKABLC FBOFUECIES OF OUR 
SATIOUJU 

As Jea«3 left the temple, one of His dis- 
ciples shewed Him the buildings of the 
tempje* And the Lord said: "Verily I 
say unto you, there shall not be left here 
one atone upon another that shall not be 
thrown down/' The disciples did not 
understand w^bat He meant ; and when 
He sat down on the Mount of Olives^ 
they said, '* Tell ua when shall these 
things be? and what: shall be the sign 
of Thy coraing, and of the end of the 
world 1" And Jesus answered and said 
unto them^ *' Take heed that no man de- 
ceive you. For many shall come in my 
name, saying, I am Christ ; and shall de* 
ceive many. And ye shall hear of wars 
and rumours of wars : see that ye be not 
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troubled ; for all these things must come 
to pass, but the end is not yet. For na- 
tion shall rise against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom; and there shall 
be famines, and pestilences, and earth- 
-I quakes, in divers places. All these are 
A ^A—^^ ^ ^^® beginning of sorrows. Then shall i 
/*^L?J A^ they deliver you up to be afflicted, and 
y^ shall kill you ; and ye shall be hated of 
all nations for my name's sake. And 
then shall many be offended, and shall 
betray one another, and shall hate one 
another. And many false prophets shall 
rise, and shall deceive many. And be- 
cause iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold. But he that shall 
endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved. And this gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations ; and then shall 
the end come. When ye therefore shall "^^^ 
see the abomination of desolation spoken ^^^ 
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of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the 
holy place (whoso readeth, let him un- 
derstand), then let them which be in Vt^ 
Judea flee into the mountains. Let him 
which b on the housetop not come down 
to take any thing out of his house ; nei- 
ther let him which is in the field return 
back to take his clothes. And woe unto 
them that are with child, and to them 
that give suck in those days ! But pray 
ye that your flight be not in the winter, 
neither on the Sabbath-day; for then 
shall be great tribulation, such as was 
not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be. And 
except those da3rs should be shortened, 
there should no flesh be saved ; but for 
the elect's sake those days shall be short- 
ened. Then if any man shall say unto 
you, Lo, here is Christ, or there, believe 
it not. For there shall arise false Christs 
and false prophets, and shall shew great 
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sigCB and wonders \ inaomuch that> if it 
were possible* they shall deceive the very 
elect. Behold, I have told you before. 
Wherefore if they shall say unto you, 
Behuld, He is in the desert; go not forth t 
Behold^ He ia in the secret chambers ; be- 
lieve it not. For as the lightning cometh 
out of the east, and shineth even unto 
the west, so shall al&o the coming of the 
Son of Man be. For -wheresoever tlie 
carcass is, there will the eagles be ga- 
thered together. Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days shall the sun be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken ; and then shall appear 
the sign of the Son of Man in heaven ; 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of 
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Man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. And He 
shall send His angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet ; and they shall gather to- 
gether His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other. 
Now learn a parable of the fig-tree : when 
his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that summer is nigh; so ^^ 
likewise ye, when ye shall see all these 
things, know that it is near, even at the 
doors. Verily I say unto you, this ge- 
neration shall not pass till all these 
things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away. But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the angels of 
heaven, but my Father only. But as the T' 
days of Noe were, so shall also the coming i 
of the Son of Man be. For as in the days ^ 
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that were before the flood they were eat- 
ing and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and knew not until the flood 
came, and took them all away, so shall 
also the coming of the Son of Man be. 
Then shall two be in the field ; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left. Two 
^ women shall be grinding at the mill ; the 
one shall be taken, and the other left. 
Watch therefore ; for ye know not what 
hour your Lord doth come. But know 
this, that if the goodman of the house 
had known in what watch the thief 
would come, he would have watched, 
and would not have suffered his house 
to be broken up. Therefore be ye also 
ready ; for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of Man cometh. Who, then, 
is a faithful and wise servant, whom his 
lord hath made ruler over his household, 
to give them meat in due season ? Bless- 
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ed is that servant whom his lord, when 
he cometh, shall find so doing. Verily 
I say unto you, that he shall make him 
ruler over all his goods. But and if that 
evil servant shall say in his heart. My 
lord delayeth his coming ; and shall be- 
1^ gin to smite his fellow-servants, and to 
eat and drink with the drunken ; the lord 
of that servant shall come in a day when 
he looketh not for him, and in an hour 
that he is not aware of, and shall cut 
him asunder, and appoint him his por- 
tion with the hypocrites : there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.'* 

We here see how miserable the wicked 
are in the next world. What a dreadful thing 
it is to die unprepared ! 
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37. PROPHECIES CONTINUED. 

Jesus said, " Then shall the kingdom of 
heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which 
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took their lamps, and went fortli to meet 
the bridegroom. And five of them were 
wiscj and five were fooli&h. They that 
were foolish took their lumps, and took 
no Oil with them ; but the wise took oil 
in their veaaela with their lamps. While 
the hridegroom tarried, they all slumbered 
and slept. Aod at midnight there was a 
cry made, Behold, the bridegroom com- 
eth ; go ye out to meet him. Then all 
tho:iC virging arose, aod trimmed their 
lamps. Ajid the foolish said unto the 
V wise, Give us of your oil j for oar lamps 
are gone out. But the wise answered, 
eayiag. Not so, lest there be not enough 
for us and you ; but go ye rather to them 
that sell, and buy for yourselveB. And 
while tbey went to buy, the bridegroom 
came | aod they that were ready went in 
with him to the marriage ; and the door 
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was shut. Afterward came also the other 
virgins* saying. Lord, Lord, open to us. 
But He answered and said. Verily I say 
unto you, I know you not. Watch, 
therefore; for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour wherein the Son of Man 
Cometh." 

Lamps are of no use without oil to put in 
them : no more are our outward acts, unless 
they are done from loye to God. Good re- 
solutions cannot save us : they are of no use 
unless they lead to good actions. 

" For the kingdom of heaven is as a 
man travelling into a far country, who 
called his own servants, and delivered 
unto them his goods. And unto one he 
gave five talents, to another two, and to 
another one ; to every man according to 
his several ahility; and straightway took 
his journey. Then he that had received 




the five talents went and traded with the 
same, and made them other five talents. 
And likewise he that had received two, 
he also gained other two. But he that 
had received one went and digged in the 
earth, and hid his lord's money. After 
a long time the lord of those servants 
Cometh, and reckoneth with them. And 
so he that had received five talents came 
and brought other five talents, saying, 
Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five ta- 
lents : behold, I have gained beside them 
five talents more. His lord said unto 
him. Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things : enter thou into the joy of 
thy lord. He also that had received two 
talents came and said. Lord, thou deli- 
veredst unto me two talents : behold, I 
have gained two other talents beside them. 
His lord said unto him. Well done, good 



r 




.^N* 



and faithful servant ; thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things : enter thou fj 
into the joy of thy lord. Then he which 
had received the one talent came and said. 
Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard 
man, reaping where thou hast not sown, 
and gathering where thou hast not straw- 
ed : and I was afraid, and went and hid 
thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou 
hast that is thine. His lord answered 
and said unto him. Thou wicked and 
slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap 
where I sowed not, and gather where I 
have not strawed : thou oughtest there- 
fore to have put my money to the ex- 
changers, and then at my coming I should 
have received mine own with usury. Take 
therefore the talent from him, and give 
it unto him which hath ten talents. For 
unto every one that hath shall be given, 
and he shall have abundance ; but from 
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^^ him that hath not shall be taken away 
y ] e^en that which he hath. And cast ye 
the unprofitable servant iDto outer dark- 
ness : there ehall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth. 

"When the Son of Man shall come in 
Hia glory, and all the holy angels with 
Him, then shall He sit upon the throne 
of His glory. And bcfort! Him shall be 
gathered all nations ; and lie shall sepa- 
rate them one from another^ as a shep- 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats ; 
and He shall set the sheep on His right 
band, bat the goats on tbe left. Then 
shaU the King say unto them on His 
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world ; 
for I was an hungred, and ye gave me 
meat^ 1 was thirsty, and ye gave me 




drtnk ; I wqs a stranger, and ye took me 
in ; naked, and ye clothed me ; I was 
sick, and ye visited me ; I wfts in prison, 
and ye came ynto me. Then shall the 
righteous ati&wer Hira, B&ying» Lord, 
when saw we Thee an hungred, and fed. 
Thee ? or thirsty, and gave Thee drink 1 
When saw we Thee a stranger, and took 
Thee in? or naked, and clothed Thee? 
Or when saw we Thee sick, or in prison, 
and came unto TheeT And the King 
shall answer and say unto them. Verily 
1 say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these ray 
brethren, ye have done it unto me. ITien 
shall He say also unto tbem on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire* prepared fur the devil and 
hh angels : for I was an hungred, and 
ye gave me no meat ; I was thirsty, and 
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ye gave me no drink ; I was a stranger, 

and ye took me not in ; naked, and ye 

clothed me not ; sick, and in prison, and 

ye visited me not. Then shall they also 

answer Him, saying. Lord, when saw we 

Thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, 

'^jfL J^"" ^^ linked, or sick, or in prison, and did 

(f ^^^ not minister unto Thee ? Then shall He 

"* ^A answer them, saying. Verily I say unto 

/ you, inasmuch as ye did it not to one of 

^^j,^ the least of these, ye did it not to me. 

^^S And these shall go away into everlasting 

' ^ punishment ; but the righteous into life 

eternal/* 

Every word came to pass that our Lord 
and Saviour foretold about Jerusalem ; and 
so will all the awful things that He here says 
about the day of judgment. Let us pray 
that we may be placed among the sheep, on 
His right hand, in that fearful day. 




38. THE LAST SUPPER. 



The Lord Jesus Clirist knew that the 
time had now come when He was to 
be put to death. One of His disciples — 
the wicked, covetous Judas — ^had agreed 
to betray Jesus to the chief priests, if 
they would give him thirty pieces of 
silver. This wicked man did all se- 
cretly; but the Lord Jesus knew what 
he had done. The feast of the Pass- 
over was now come ; and Jesus sent two 
J of His disciples into the village to pre- 
pare it, saying, " Behold, when ye are 
entered into the city, there shall a man 
meet you, bearing a pitcher of water : 
follow him into the house where he en- 
tereth in. And ye shall say unto the 
goodman of the house. The Master saith 
unto thee. Where is the guest-chamber, 
where I shall eat the passover with my 
disciples? And he shall shew you a 
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large upper room funvlshcd : there mate 
ready-" The two disciples weat to the 
town, and found all things just as the 
Lord told them. WTien ervsry thing wa3 
reaJy, the Lord Jesus sat down to sup- 
per with His twelve apostka. His tender 
heart was sad ; and He said to the dis- 
ciples, "Verily I say unto you, that one 
of you shall betmy me." 

After supper, our Lord Jesus Christ 
rose up from the tahle. He then took 
a towe^ and bound it round Him ; and 
pouring some water into a basin. He be- 
g^n to wash His disciples' feet. 

He did this to teach ub to be humble and 
kind, as He wua^ 

St. Peter loved his Lord and Master^ 
and he could not bear to see Him Trash- 
ing his feet ; and, he said, " Thou shalt 
never wa^h my feet." The Lord Jesus 
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said to hira, "^ If I wasli thee BOt, thou 
hast no part with me," When Peter 
saw that he could not he saved if the . 
Lord Jesus did not wash him* he was 
willing that the Lord should waah him 
from head to feet. 

Alter the Lord Jesus had washed the 
disciples' feet. He sat down at the tahle^ 
and said, "Ye call me Master and Lord ; 
and ye aay well; for so I nm* If Lthenj 
your Lord aod Master, have washed your 
feet, ye also ought to wash one another's 
feet For I have given you an example, 
that ye should do as I have done to you. 
If ye itnow these thmg;E, happy are ye if 
ye do them." 

Our Lord nov? hecame very aoirowful ; 
and He said, "Verily, verily I say unto 
you, that one of you shall betray me." 
Then the disciples looked one on another. 
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T doubting of whom He spake. Now there 
y) was leaning on Jesus* bosom one of His 
disciples, whom Jesus loved. Simon 
Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he 
should ask who it should be of whom He 
^ ^'j spake. He then, lying on Jesus' breast, 
^ saith unto Him, "Lord, who is it?*' Je- 
sus answered, " He it is to whom I shall 
give a sop, when I have dipped it." And 
when He had dipped the sop. He gave 
it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 
And after the sop Satan entered into him. 
Then said Jesus unto him, *' That thou 
doest, do quickly." Now no man at the 
table knew for what intent He spake this 
unto him. For some of them thought, 
because Judas had the bag, that Jesus 
had said unto him. Buy those things that 
we have need of against the feast ; or, 
that he should give something to the 
poor. He then, having received the sop, 
went immediately out : and it was night. 
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Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus 
said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified, 
and God is glorified in Him. If God be 
glorified in Him, (rod shall also glorify 
Him in Himself, and shall straightway 
glorify Him/' 

The Lord Jesus took bread, and blessed 
it, and brake it, and gave to His disciples, 
and said, " Take, eat ; this is My Body, 
which is given for you: this do in re- 
membrance of Me." And He took the 
cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, " Drink ye all of it ; for 
this is My Blood of the New Testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission 
of sins." 

It was in this way that our blessed Saviour 
instituted the sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, for the strengthening and refreshing of 
the souls of His faithful people. The holy 
Church has always kept this sacred feast, in 
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which all faithful Christiaiis receive the Body 
and Blood of Christ. 

Our blessed Lord then told His dis- 
ciples that they were to love one another 
as He loved them. " By this," said He, 
" shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to another." 

We learn from these words that we cannot 
be true Christians if we do not love each 
other ; so that all those who are spiteful and 
bear malice will be shut out of heaven. 



39. THE LAST WORDS OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. 

The kind and mercifnl Saviour knew 

that His apostles would be very unhappy 

when He was taken away from them. He 

f therefore spoke these comforting words : 
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" Let not your heiirt be troubled : ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father's houEe are many mansions ! 
(f it were t]Ot sio, I would have told you. 
I gp to pre par e a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again J and receive you unto myself; 
til at where 1 am, there ye may be also. 
And -whither I go ye know, and the way 
ye know, Thorn aa saith unto Him, 
Lord, we know not whithtT Thou go- 
e&t ; and how can we know the way ? 
Je&UB saith unto him> I am the way^ and 
the truth, and the life ; no man conieth 
unto the Father but by me. If ye had 
known me. ye should have known my 
Father also : and from henceforth ye 
know Him, and have seen Him. Philip 
&aith unto Him, Lord, shew us the. 
Father, and it aufiiceth us* Jesua saith ' 
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unto him. Have I been so long time 
with you, and yet hast thou not known 
me, Philip ? He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father; and how say est thou, 
then. Shew us the Father? Believest 
thou not that I am in the Father, and 
the Father in me ? The words that 1 1 
speak unto you I speak not of myself : 
but the Father that dwelleth in me. He 
doeth the works. Believe me that I am 
in the Father, and the Father in me : or 
else believe me for the very works' sake. 
1^^ Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that 
believeth on me, the works that I do shall 
he do also; and greater works than these 
shall he do ; because I go unto my Fa- 
ther. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, I w^ill do it. If 
ye love me, keep my commandments. 
And I will pray the Father, and He shall 
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give you another Comforter, that He may 
abide with you for ever : even the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth Him not, neither know- 
eth Him : but ye know Him ; for He 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 
I will not leave you comfortless : I will 
come to you. Yet a little while, and the 
world seeth me no more; but ye see me: 
because I live, ye shall live also. At that 
day ye shall know that I am in my Fa- 
ther, and ye in me, and I in you. He 
that hath my commandments, and keep- 
eth them, he it is that loveth me : and 
he that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him. Judas saith 
unto Him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is 
it that Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto 
us, and not unto the world? Jesus 
answered and said unto him. If a man 
love me, he will keep my words : and my 
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Father will love hLm, and we "wiJl come 
mnto him J and make our abode with him. 
He that loveth me not keepeth not my 
aayiags: and the word which ye hejir is 
not mine, but the Father's which sent 
me. These things have I spoken unto 
yow, being yet present with you. But 
the Comforter, which h the Holy Ghost, 
whom thi! Father wilt aeod in iny name, 
IJe shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your reroembrancej whatso- 
ever 1 have said uuto you- Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you : not 
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled j neither let it 
be afraid, Ve have heard how I said unto 
you, I go away, and come again unto 
you. If ye U)ved me, ye would rejoice 
because I said^ I go unto the Father; for 
my Father ib greater than I. And now 
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[ liAve told you before it come to pass, 
that when it ia come to pass, ye might 
believe. Hereafter 1 will not talk much 
with you ; for the prince of this world 
Cometh, and bath do thing id me« Bat 
that the world may know that I love the 
Father, atid as the Father gave me com- 
mandment, e?eD so I do. Arise, let us 
go hence/* 
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4D. THE LAST WORDS OF OtlA lOftD lEAUft 
CRKtST, CONTIRUED. 

" I AW the true viae, and my Father is 
the huAbaodmnn. Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit He taketh away ; 
and every branch that beareth fruit. He 
purgeth it^ that it may bring forth more 
fruit. Now ye are clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto you. 
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Abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the vine, no more can ye, ex- 
cept ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye 
are the branches : he that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit; for without me ye can do 
nothing. If a man abide not in me, he 
is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; 
and men gather them, and cast them into 
the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you. Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so 
shall ye be my disciples. As the Father 
hath loved me, so have I loved you : con- 
tinue ye in my love. If ye keep my com- 
mandments, ye shall abide in my love ; 
even as I have kept my Father's com- 
mandments, and abide in His love. These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my 




joy might remain in you, and that your 
joy might be full. This is my command- 
ment. That y^Tove one another as I have 
loved you. Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you. Hence- 
forth I call you not servants; for the 
servant knoweth not what his lord doeth : 
but I have called you friends; for all 
things that I have heard of my Father I 
have made known unto you. Ye have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you, 
and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain : that whatsoever ye shall 
ask of the Father in my name. He may 
give it you. These things I command 
you, that ye love one another. If the 
world hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you. If ye were of 
the world, the world would love his own : 
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but because ye are not of the world, but 
I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. Re- 
member the word that I said unto you. 
The servant is not greater than his lord. 
If they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you ; if they have kept my say- 
ing, they will keep yours also. But all 
these things will they do unto you for 
my name's sake, because they know not 
Him that sent me. If I had not come 
, T and spoken unto them, they had not had 
/^ sin ; but now they have no cloak for their 
sin. He that hateth me hateth my Fa- 
ther also. If I had not done among them 
the works which none other man did, 
they had not had sin ; but now have 
they both seen and hated both me and 
my Father. But this cometh to pass, 
that the word might be fulfilled that is 
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written in their law, They hated me with- 
out a cause. But when the Comforter 
is come, whom I will actid untu you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father , He shall tes- 
tify of me ; and ye also shall bear wit- 
nesSj becaufie ye have been with rae from 
the beginning. These things have 1 spoken f^^^^-^^i;^ 
unto you, that ye should not be offended. 
They shall put you out of the synagogues : 
yea, the time cometh that whosoever kill- 
eth you will think that he doeth God ser- 
vice. And these things will they do unto 
you, because they have m>t known the 
Father, nor rae. But those things have ,^ 
I told you> thatj when the time ehall y 
come, ye may remember that I told you 
of them. And theae things 1 said not 
unto you at the beginning, because I was 
with you. But now I go my way to Him 





that sent me; and none of you asketb me. 
Whither goest Thou? But because I have 
said these things unto you, sorrow hath 
tilled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you 
the truth : it is expedient for you that I 
go away ; for if I go not away, the Com- 
forter will not come unto you ; but if I 
depart, I will send Him unto you." 

The Lord sent the Holy Ghost to the 
Apostles on Whitsunday. He also sends 
Him unto our hearts when we are baptised 
and when we are confirmed, if we are sin- 
cere, and wish to be His children. 

" And when He is come. He will re- 
prove the world of sin, and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment: of sin, because 
they believe not on me ; of righteous- 
ness, because I go to my Father, and 
ye see me no more; of judgment, be- 
cause the prince of this world is judged. 
I have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now. 




y^ Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, 
is come. He will guide you into all 
truth: for He shall not speak of Him- 
self; but whatsoever He shall hear, that 
shall He speak : and He will shew you 
things to come. He shall glorify me; 

^ for He shall receive of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you. All things that the 
Father hath are mine : therefore said 
I, that He shall take of mine, and 
shew it unto you. A little while, and 
ye shall not see me ; and again, a little 

[^ while, and ye shall see me, because I go 
to the Father." Then said some of His 
disciples among themselves, "What is 
this that He saith unto us, A little while, 
and ye shall not see me; and again, a 
little while, and ye shall see me : and. 
Because I go to the Father V* They said 
therefore, *' What is this that He saith, 
A little while? we cannot tell what He 
saith.*' Now Jesus knew that they were 
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desirous to ask Htm, and aaid unto them, 
"Dp ye inquire amODg yourselves of that 
I saidj A little while^ OLCid ye eha}] not 
see me ; and again, a little while, and ye 
shall eee me? Verily, verily, 1 say unto 
you, that ye shall weep and lament, but 
the world shall rejoice ; and ye shall be 
sorrowful, hut your sorrow shall be turn- 
ed into joy. A woman, when she is in 
travail, hath sorrow, becauae her hour is 
come ; but a£ soon as she is delivered of 
the child, she remembereth no more the 
anguish, for joy that a man is bom into 
the world. And ye now therefore have 
sorrow; but I wilJ see you again, and 
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no 
man taketb from you, Anti in that day 
ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, 
I aay unto you, TATiatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my name. He will give it 
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you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing \ 
in my name : ask, and ye shall receivcj Vr 
that your joy may be full. These things 
have I spoken unto you in proverbs; but r.f^ 
the time coroeth when I shall no more 
speak unto yon in proiJ'erba^ but I shaHl 
shew you plainly of the Father. At that ) 
day ye shall ask in my name : and I say ^r,' 
not unto you, that I will pray the Father 
for you ; for the Father Himself loveth 
you, because ye have loved me, and have 
believed that 1 came out from God. I 
came forth from the Father, and am 
come into the world ; again, I bave the 
worldj and go to the Father." His dis- 
ci pies said unto Him^ "Lo, now speakeat 
Thou plainly, and speakest no proverb. 
Now are we sure that Thou knowest all 
things, and needest not that BXif man ^ 
should a£k Thee : by this we believe that 
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Thou earnest forth from God." Jesus 
answered them, " Do ye now believe ? 
Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now 
come, that ye shall be scattered, every 
man to his own, and shall leave me 
alone : and yet I am not alone, because 
the Father is with me. These things I 
^ have spoken unto you, that in me ye 
J> might have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation : but be of good cheer ; 
^. I have overcome the world." 
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OUR lord's prayer for his apostles 

AND FOR THE CHURCH. 



These words spake Jesus, and lifted up 
His eyes to heaven, and said, "Father, 
the hour is come ; glorify Thy Son, that 
Thy Son also may glorify Thee : as Thou 
hast given Him power over all flesh, that 
He should give eternal life to as many 
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as Thou hast given Him. And this is 
life eternal, that they might know Thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom Thou hast sent. I have glorified 
Thee on the earth : I have finished the 
work which Thau gavest me to do. And 
noWj O Father, glorify Thou me with 
Thine own self with the glory which I 
had with Thee before the world was. 1 
have maaifeated Thy name unto the men 
which Thou gavest me out of the world : 
niinc they were, and Thou gaveat them 
me; and they have kept Thy word. Now 
they have known that all thiQga whatso- 
ever Thou bast given me are of Thee. 
For I have given unto them the words 
which ThoVL gaveat me ; and they have 
received them, and have kuown surely 
that r came out from Thee^ and they 
have heliLwed that Thou didst send me. 
I pray for them ; I pray not for the 
world, but for them which Thou hast 



i^ 



iV>i 











given me ; for they are Thine. And all 
r^ mine are Thine, and Thine are mine; 
^-^ and I am glorified in them. And now 
l*in I am no more in the world, but these 
are in the world, and I come to Thee. 
Holy Father, keep through Thine own 
name those whom Thou hast given me, 
that they may be one, as we are. While 
I was with them in the world, I kept 
them m Thy name: those that Thou 
gavest me I have kept, and none of them 
is lost, but the son of perdition ; that 
the scripture might be fulfilled. And 
now come I to Thee ; and these things 
I speak in the world, that they might 
have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 1 
have given them Thy word; and the 
world hath hated them, because they are 
not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world. I pray not that Thou shouldest 
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take them out of the world, but that 
Thou ^houldeat keep them from the evil. 
Tbcy are not of tlie world, even as 1 am 
not of the world. Sanctify them through 
Thy truth : Thy word is truth. Aa Thou 
hast sent me into the world, even so have 
I also sent them into the world. And 
for their sakes I sanctify myself, that 
they also might be sanctified through the 
truth. Neither pra.y I for these alone, 
but fcr them also which shivU believe on 
me through their word; that they all may 
be one ; as Thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in Thee, that they also may be one in 
us ; that lh« world may bt^lieve that ITion 
hwit sent me. And the glory which Thou 
ga\*est me I have given them ; that they 
may be one, even a^ we are one : I in 
them J and Thou in me, that they may 
be made perfect in one ; and that the 
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world may know that Thou hast sent 
me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast 
loved me. Father, I will that they also, 
whom Thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am ; that they may behold my 
glory, which Thou hast given me: for 
Thou lovedst me before the foundation 
of the world. O righteous Father, the 
world hath not known Thee ; but I have 
known Thee, and these have known that 
Thou hast sent me. And I have declared 
unto them Thy name, and will declare 
it: that the love wherevdth Thou hast 
loved me may be in them, and I in 
them." 

Let us think much about this most solemn 
prayer ; and let us pray that we may never 
be 80 wicked as to break the unity of the 
holy Church, which is Christ's body. 
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42. THE SUFFERING AND BETRAYAL OF 
OUR HOLY SAVIOUR IN THE GARDEN. 

When our Lord had spoken these so- 
lemn words, they sang a hymn, and then 
went out to the Mount of Olives. As 
they were going, the Lord Jesus said to 
them, " All ye shall be offended because 
of me this night ; for it is written, I will 
smite the Shepherd, and the sheep of the 
flock shall be scattered abroad. But after 
I am risen again, I will go before you 
into Galilee.** St, Peter was angry when 
the Lord told him that he would forsake 
Him ; and he said, " Though all men 
shall be offended because of Thee, yet 
will I never be offended.*' 

St. Peter would not have said so if he 
had known his own weakness. But our 
Lord knew what he would do ; and He 
warned him, saying, " Verily I say unto 
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theej that tliia night, before the cock 
crow, thoti fihalt deny me thrice." 

Peter could not believe that he should 
be 60 ungrateful — for he loved his Sa- 
viour j and he repUetl, ''Though J should 
die with Thecj yet wnll 1 not deny Thee." 
All the diiicipk-a said the same; bnt be- 
fore the next day they forsook their Lord 
and Savioar. 

When they came to the garden of 
Gethseitiane, the Lord Jesus said to the 
eleven apostles, ** Sit ye herCj while 1 go 
and pray yonder.'' He then took Peter, 
James, and John, and went into the gar- 
den, Hia pure ami loving heart was full 
of sorrow ; and He spoko these sad words, 
which should make all isinners weep» 
saying, "My soul is exceeding sorrow- 
ful, even unto death/' The Lord Jeeus 
then went a little way from the disci pleB> 
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and fell dpwn on His face, and prayed 
to His hpav**nly Father, saying, *' 
my Father^ if it be possible, ht tlm cup 
pa^E from me ; nevrertheieBB not B& I wilt, 
but as Thou wilt." 

After this prayer He came to the three 
died pies, aad found them sleeping ; and 
He apoke in a kind and gentle manner, 
saying, "What, could ye not watch with 
me one hour ? Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation : the spirit in- 
deed iiB witling, but the flesh is weak." 
The Lord then went and prayed as be- 
fore ; and when He retnmedj the dis- 
ciplee were again asleep. 

With a. heart full of the deepest sor- 
row, because of our sins, our Saviour 
prayed the third time^ ^^ying^ " O my 
Father, If thia cup may not pass away 
from me, except I drink it. Thy will be 







done." The punishment which our Lord 
Jesus Christ bore for our sins, and the 
/Z agony He suffered, were so great, that 
/.^ His precious Blood ran from His body 
^^ like great drops of sweat. And an angel 
came to comfort Him. 

Oh, how dreadfdl is sin ! and how fall of 
love and mercy our blessed Saviour is, to 
suffer so much that we might go to heaven ! 
Should we not hate sin very much when we 
see what misery it caused to that Saviour, 
who loves us more than Himself? Let us 
think of this when we feel any naughty, 
wicked tempers. 

When our Lord rose from prayer. He 
went to His disciples, and said, "Behold, 
the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man 
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
Rise, let us be going : behold, he is at 
hand that doth betray me.'* 

As soon as He had said this, the 
wicked Judas came with a number of 
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men bearing torches, swords, and staves. 
It was about midnight, but Judas knew 
where to find our Lord; and he had pro- 
mised to deliver Him to the chief priests 
and Pharisees for thirty pieces of silver ; 
for Judas loved money more than he did 
that kind and gracious Lord, whose mi- 
racles of love he had so often seen. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ knew that these men 
were come to take Him, to put Him to 
death. But so ready was He to die for 
us, that He went up to them, and said, 
"Whom seek ye?" They answered, 
" Jesus of Nazareth." He said, " I am 
He." At these words the men went 
backward, and fell to the ground. Again 
the Lord asked the same question; and 
after telling them that He was the per- 
son. He said, *' If therefore ye seek me, 
let these go their way'' — meaning the 
disciples. 
Judas then went up to our Lord, and 
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said, " Hail, Master !" and kissed Him, 
The loving Saviour said to tim, "Frieiid, 
V Vtw a wherefore art tbou come ? Betrayest 
thoQ the Son of Man with a kias?" 
These kind and gentle words were enough 
to melt a heart of atone ;, but Judas was 
too wicked to feel them. 

The men then seized our Lord and 
Saviour, and bound His aacred Hands 
and Feet with cards, aa if He had been a 
thief, St, Peter could not bear to see 
**'m'\ /< hia Saviour treated thug, so he drew his ^-yj 
&^ §F I ]% sword, and cut off the right ear of the TVi 
I ^ Vt-zi ^^S^ pneet's servant. Our Lord, alway& \^^^ 
ready to do good, touched the man's ear^ 
and healed it. And fie rebuked St. Peter, 
saying, " Put up again thy eword iato 
hia place -, for all they that take the 
sword shall peri&h with the sword. 
Thinkefit thou, that I cannot now pray 
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to my Father, and He ehall presently 
give me more than twelve legions of an- 
gels ? But how then shall the Scriptures 
be fulfilled, that thus it must be?" Id 
that game hour said Jesus to the multi* 
tudes, " Are ye come out as against a 
thief, witt swords and staves for to take 
rae ? I sat daily with you teaching in the 
temple, and ye laid no hold on me* But 
all this was done that the Scriptures of 
the prophets might be fulfilled." Then 
all the disciples forsook Him, and fled. 

Ova blessed Saviour could have defltroyed 
Hia enemies in a moment; but He knew 
that if He did not die (m the croaa, no man 
could ever go to heaven. He therefore tvilU 
iiijfly Buffered, that we mjj^ht be saved. 
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43. ST. PETER DENIES HIS LORD, AND THE 
WICKED MEN MOCK HIM. 

The meek and holy Saviour was now led 
to the house of the high priest. St. Peter 
followed Him a long way oflF, and went 
into the hall to warm himself by the fire. 
As he stood there, one of the servants said 
to him, ** Thou wast also with Jesus of 
Nazareth." But Peter said, " I know 
Him not." A little while after, two other 
servants said the same. Then Peter de- 
clared with an oath, saying, " I know 
not the Man." As soon as he had de- 
nied the Lord Jesus the third time, he 
heard the cock crow. He then remem- 
bered that Jesus had said, " Before the 
cock crow thou shalt deny me thrice;" 
and he went out and wept bitterly. 

What a lesson does this teach us ! If we 
would be faithftd to our Saviour, we must 
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pray to God to help us, or we shall fall as 
St. Peter did; and perhaps we may never 
have grace to repent of our sin. '^j'^^ 

The chief priest, and the scribes, and S^^^v^G) 
Pharisees all met together to put the ' 
Lord Jesus to death. Now many false 
•witnesses came, to accuse our Lord of 
things which He had not done. They 
knew that He never did any thing wrong, 
so they were obliged to get witnesses who 
would not speak the truth. But our Lord ^ .^,^ 
Jesus was calm, like an innocent man ; ^}^)'-/^ 
and He made no answer to His wicked ■ f-7^r? 
enemies. The high priest stood up and 
said to Him, " Answerest thou nothing } 
What is it which these witness against 
Thee ?" The Lord did not answer him. 
The high priest then said, " I adjure 
Thee by the livmg God, that Thou tell 
us whether Thou be the Christ the Son 
of God." Jesus replied, " Thou hast 
said : nevertheless I say unto you. Here- 
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after shall ye see the Son of maji sittlDg 
ou the right h&nd of Power, and coming 
in tie clou da of heaveD.*' When the 
high priest heard this he rent \m clothes, 
saying, " What fnrther need have we of j 
witneflses? behold^ now ye have heard 
H ifl hi asphemy . WTiat th ink y e *" Th e y 
answered and said, "He is guilty of 
death/' Then the&e wicked men blind - 
folded our Lord and Saviour, and struck 
His holy Face, before whtch the angels in 
heaven bow down> And some of them 
spat upon HiiOj and beat Him with their 
fi&ta. The high priest ought to have been 
the first to wo^Bhip the Lord Je$ua as 
his Saviour, and to teach the people to 
do soj instead of which he was the first 
to condemn Him, The Lord Jesas wa5 
not angry with them; but He bore it 
all with meekness and patience, that He 
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might save us, and teach us how to be- 
have to our enemies. 

Little children, who, in baptism, were 
made lambs of Christ's flock, must learn to 
follow their Saviour*s example when they are 
treated unkindly, and not give way to anger 
or revenge. 

t 

44. OUR LORD TAKEN BEFORE PILATE. 

When the morning was come, all the 
chief priests and elders plotted to put the 
Lord Jesus to death. And when they 
had cruelly tied His hands, they led Him 
away to Pontius Pilate, the Roman go- 
vernor. Now when the wicked Judas 
saw that his Lord was condemned, he 
was sorry for what he had done. And 
he took back the thirty pieces of silver 
to the chief priests and said, " I have 
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sinned in that I have betrayed the inno- 
cent blood." These cruel men replied, 
" What is that to us ? See thou to 
,^_^,„ that." Judas then saw how very wicked 
J}?<^>\'' ^^ h^ ^een to betray his Lord. He 
could not bear the stings of his guilty 
conscience; so he threw down the thirty 
pieces of silver in the temple, and went 
out and hanged himself. 

We here see the misery of a wicked man, 
and the danger of loving money. Judas had 
been daily with our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
had heard all His holy words, and had seen 
His wonderful works, and he had received 
nothing but love and kindness from the 
Lord ; but the love of money put all these 
things out of his mind, and led him to be- 
tray his Lord and only Saviour. Oh, let us 
fly from this sin ; for the Scriptures tell us 
that the love of money has destroyed the 
souls of many. 

The chief priests took the money which 
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Judas had thrown down, and bought a 
field, called the Potter's Field, to bury 
strangers in. This had been foretold by 
the prophet Zechariah many hundred 
years before. 

Our blessed Lord now stood before 
Pilate. And Pilate asked the Jews what 
they had to say against Jesus. 

His wicked enemies told lies, and said, 
" We found this fellow perverting the 
nation, and forbidding to give tribute to 
Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ 
a king." They also said many other 
^ wicked things against Him; but the 
Lord Jesus did not answer them. Pilate 
then asked Him if He was the king of 
the Jews. Our Lord replied, " Thou 
sayest. My kingdom is not of this 
world." Pilate again asked, " Art Thou 
a king then ?" Jesus answered, " Thou 
sayest that I am a king. To this end 
was I bom, and for this cause came I 
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into the world, that I should bear wit- 
ness unto the truth. Every one that is 
of the truth heareth My Voice." Pilate 
told the Jews that he could find no fault 
in Jesus, and he sent Him to Herod. 
Now those two bad men hated each 
other; but they made up their quarrel, 
and joined together to persecute Jesus, 
' ^ys y^®"' ^*^ ^^^ Saviour. When Herod 
jy^£rk found that the Lord Jesus had done no- 
thing wrong, he sent Him back. 

Every year at the feast of the passover 
it was a custom to set some prisoner at 
liberty. Pilate wished to let the Lord 
Jesus go; so he went out to the Jews 
and asked them if he should release 
Jesus, or Barabbas. This Barabbas v^ras 
a very wicked man, and had been put 
in prison for stealing and murder; but 
still the cruel Jews said they would ra- 




ther let him go, than the Lord Jesua 
Christ. 

Th^se wicked and Cfuel men loved a mTir- 
derer, mort; than they did that kind add holy 
Saviour, who came dt>wn from Keavcn to die 
for their sinB, 

Pilate wa3 afraid to condomn J^sus, 
because his wife had a drearn, and ahe 
sent to him, sayingi^ " Have thoa nothing 
to do with, that Juat Man : for I have snf- 
f. fered many thbgs this day in a dream 
I i because of Him," But Pilate was bo , ^ 
'^ I afraid of offending the Jews that he dare -^^^ fe 
JarJ' not let Jesua go. He then asked them t \ J\J: 
^^ what he should do with Jesus \ and they i^^^&i 
all cried out, " Let Him be crucified/' *^ 
Pilate said, " Why, what evil hath He 
done?" They knew He had done no 
evil ; but they cried out, " Let Him be 
crucified. We have n law^ and by our l ^ 
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law He ought to die, because He made 
Himself the Son of God/' When Pilate 
heard this he was more afraid, and he 
went back to the Lord Jesus and asked 
Him who He was ; but the Lord did not 
answer him. He then said, " Speakest 
Thou not unto me ? Knowest Thou not 
that I have power to crucify Thee, and 
have power to release Thee?" The Lord 
said to him, " Thou couldest have no 
power at all against Me, except it were 
given thee from above." Pilate tried 
more and more to release otu* Lord ; but 
he could not pacify the Jews. At last 
he gave Him up to be scourged; and 
the soldiers stripped His pure Body, and 
cruelly tore His sacred Flesh with lashes. 
They also made a crown of long sharp 
thorns, which they pressed down upon 
His holy Head, until the precious blood 
streamed down His Face. These brutal 
soldiers were not satisfied with this 
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cruelty ; for they put on Him a purple 
robe^ and a reed in His ri^ht hand^ and 
bowed before Hira in mockery, saying, 
"Hail, king of die Jews!" And beside 
all tbiSj they wen* bo wicked as to strike 
Him OIL the bead^ and to spit upon 
Him, 

Thus did these wicked men treat the most 
holy and tender Saviour. "When we read 
this most awfiil account^ we innst never for- 
get, that tt was for ttie sio^ of vl\ of ti£ that 
our Lord Jesus suffered such cruelty. It 
was hecause we do not love God; but do, 
and say, and think wicked thinj^s^ and gi?e 
way to proud and naughty teuifiers, that our 
Savionr -waa flogged, spit upon, and paikd 
to the croFS. Oh, let ns pray to our Sa- 
Tionr to make us sorry for our sinflt and to 
help ui to da every thing which He telb us 
to do. 
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45, OUR LOaP JESUS CKUCtFiiet). I-^O 



After mocking our Lord, they took off 
the purple robe And pot on His own 
clothes, and led ilira away to crucify 
Him, They made the Lord Jesus carry 
His cross; but His sufferings had made 
Him so weak that Ht could aot carry it 
f^. So tliey made a man naizied Simon 
hear it after Him, onto a place called 
Golgotha. As they went through the 
atreeta of Jerusalem j a great many men 
and women followed Elim ; for they pi- 
tied Him, and wept. But the Saviour 
turned to them and aaidj " Daughters of 
Jerusalem^ weep not for me; but weep 
for youreelves and for ],iour children," 
Our Lord knew that Jerusalem would 
soon be burnt down, because of their 
wicked treatment of Himself. So He 
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told the women they had much more 
reason to weep for themselves than for 
Him. 

When they came to Golgotha they 
stripped the Lord Jesus, and gave Him 
vinegar and gall to drink ; and then laid 
Him down upon the cross, and nailed 
His blessed Hands and Feet to it with 
long iron nails. After this the wicked 
wretches lifted up the cross, so as to put 
the bones out of joint. Our blessed Lord 
hung thus upon the cross in the greatest 
agony; but He made no complaints. 
Over His head Pilate wrote these words, 
" Jesus of Nazareth, thb Kino of 
THE Jews." 

Whilst our Lord Jesus was hanging 
on the cross, the soldiers cast lots for 
His garments, as it had been foretold 
they would do. His coat was without 



M 





a seam. Our good and merciful Saviour 

thought more about His cruel enemies 

yy than He did about His own sufferings: 

',^ and He prayed to His Father, saying, 

\^ " Father, forgive them ; for they know 

not what they do." But nothing could 

touch the wicked hearts of the cruel 

Jews. They felt no pity for the I-iord 

Jesus ; but mocked Him, saying, " Save 

Thyself, and come down from the cross." 

" He saved others ; Himself He cannot 

save." 

The Lord Jesus was crucified between 
two thieves; and one of them railed at 
Him, and said, " If Thou be Christ, 
^r\ save Thyself and us." But the other 
1^) thief believed in the Lord Jesus ; and he 
said to this wicked man, " Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
condemnation? and we indeed justly, 
for we receive the due reward of our 
deeds ; but this Man hath done nothing 
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amiss." He then turned to the Lord 
Jesus, and said, " Lord, remember me 
when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." 
Our Lord was full of love and mercy, 
and He said to the penitent thief, " Ve- 
rily I say unto thee. To-day shalt thou 
be with Me in paradise." 

Some who loved Jesus stood weeping 
by His cross. The blessed Virgin Mary, 
and Mary Magdalene, and Mary the wife 
of Cleopas stood there, with the holy 
Saint John. It almost broke the heart 
of the Virgin Mary to see her dear and 
blessed Son so cruelly treated. It was 
then that a sword pierced through her 
soul, as the good old Simeon told her, 
when he took the infant Jesus in his 
arms. Jesus looked down from the cross 
and saw them. And He said to His 
sorrowful mother, " Woman, behold thy 
son." He then said to St. John, " Be- 
hold thy mother ;" and from that time 
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St. John took the blessed Virgin to his 
own home. Whilst our Lord Jesus hung 
upon the cross, the sun became dark, 
and there was an earthquake. This was 
enough to convince the Jews that He 
was the Son of God. 

Jesus now cried with a loud voice, and 
said, " My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me ?" Hethen said, " I thirst." 
And one of the men filled a sponge with 
vinegar and gave it to Him to drink. The 
Lord Jesus then said, " It is finished !" 
J and cried out, " Father, into Thy hands 
I commend my spirit;" and He died. 
As soon as Jesus was dead, the veil in 
the temple was torn in half, and many 
graves opened, and the dead came to life 
and went into Jerusalem. 

How much the Lord Jesus must love us 
poor sinners, to suffer all this Tor us ! Let 
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^ VLB pray that we may so love Him, that we 
may never do any thing that will displease 
Him. 



46. OUR LORD RISES FROM THE DEAD. 

In the evening the Body of our Lord was 
taken down from the cross ; and a sol- 
dier ran a spear into His side, and there 
came out blood and water. A rich man, 
named Joseph, loved the Lord Jesus, and 
wished to bury Him; and he went to 
Pilate and asked him for the Body of 
Jesus. Pilate told him he might have 
it. Joseph took the body of his Sa- 
viour with great respect and care, and 
wrapped it in a clean white cloth. An- 
other rich man, whose name was Ni- 
codemus, brought some very expensive 
spices to put on the Saviour's precious 
Body. They then carried it with great 
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care^ and put it into a new tomb, which 
was cut out of a rock in Joseph's gar- 
den ; and they rolled a great stone over 
the mouth of the cave. 

The next day the chief priests and 
Pharisees went to ask Pilate to have the 
grave watched, because the Lord had said 
that He would rise again on the third 
day. They then went and sealed up the 
stone, and set men to watch it, for fear 
the disciples should take the Body away. 
But they could not prevent Christ rising 
from the dead ; for very early on Sunday 
morning there was an earthquake, and 
an angel came down from heaven and 
rolled the stone away, and sat upon it. 
He was clothed in white, and his face 
shone like lightning; and when the 
watchmen saw him, they fell down, al- 
most dead with fear. 
a The holy women, Mary Magdalene and 
C^ the other Mary, went to the tomb before 




daylight, and found the stone rolled away. 
They then went in, hut could not find the 
body of the Lord Jesus ; but they saw 
two angels, who told them that the Lord 
was risen from the dead. Mary made 
haste to tell St. Peter and St. John. 
When they heard it, they ran to the 
sepulchre, and found the linen clothes 
lying by themselves. The disciples then 
went home very much astonished at what 
they had seen. As Mary stood crying 
in the garden, the Lord appeared to her ; 
but she did not know Him, until the 
Lord called her by her name. As soon 
as she knew Him, she fell down at His 
feet to worship Him; and the Lord 
said, " Touch me not ; for I am not yet 
ascended to my Father: but go to my 
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend 
unto my Father and your Father, and 
to my God and your God." After this 
He appeared to two of the disciples as 
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they were walking, and told them all 
that the Scriptures said ahout Himseir; 
but they did not know Him until He 
took bread and blessed Iti. they then 
knew that it was the Lord, and He va- 
nished out of tbeir sight. 

•' Then the same day at evening, boing 
the first day of the week, when the doors 
were shut where the disciples were as- 
sembled for fear of the Jew&^ came Je&us 
and stood in the midst, and saith unto 
thena, Peace be unto you. And when 
He had so said, He shewed unfco them 
His hands and His Bide. Then were the 
disciples glad, when they saw the Lord, 
Then said Je&ns to them again. Peace he 
unto you ; as my Father hath seiit me, 
even so send 1 yon. And when He had 
said this. He breathed on them, and saitK 
) unto them. Receive ye the Holy Ghost : 




whose soever sina ye remitj they are re- 
mitted unto them ; and whose soever sins 
ye retain , th ey are retained , But Thomas, 
one of the twelve, called Didymua, was 
not with tliem when Jesus came. The 
other disciples therefore said unto him. 
We have seen the Lord. But he said 
unto them J Except 1 shall see in Hia 
hands the print of the nails* and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and 
thrust my hand into His aidej I will not 
believe. And after eight days agnin His 
diaciplea were within, and Thomas with 
them : then came Jesus, the doofs being 
ahut, and stood m the midst, ftnd said. 
Pence be unto you. Then saith He to 
Thomas, Reach hither thy fioger. and 
behold my hands ; and reach hither thy 
hand, and thruat it into my side ; and be 
not faithl ess, but believin g. And Thorn as 
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{inswered and said unto Him, My Lord 
and my God. Jesus saith unto him, 
Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed : blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed. 
And many other signs truly did Jesus in 
the presence of His disciples, which are 
not written in this book : but these are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God ; and that 
believing ye might have life through His 
Name." 

When the watchmen told the chief 
priests all that had happened, they were 
so afraid that the people would believe in 
the Lord Jesus, that they bribed the men 
to tell lies, and to say that the disciples 
had stolen His body. 

Our Lord conquered Satan and death, 
and rose from the grave on the morning of 
Easter Sunday. This is the reason why the 
Church has always kept that day as the 
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greatest festival. If the Lord Jesus had not 
risen from the dead, we should never rise 
out of our graves ; but He has said that He 
will raise us up at the last day. What a 
comfort it is to think of this when we lose 
our dear friends, and to know that we shall 
one day see them again ! How can we suffi- 
ciently love that Saviour who gives us this 
and every other blessing ! 
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Ai!, OUR LORD ASCENDS TO HEAVEN. 

The Lord Jesus Christ dwelt on the earth 
forty days after He rose from the dead. 
He told His disciples many things about 
the kingdom of God ; and promised to 
send them the Holy Ghost down from 
heaven. One day He said to them, " All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations ; baptising them in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
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Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you : and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen." 
The Lord bade them stop at Jerusalem, 
until the Holy Ghost came down upon 
them. 

We are all baptised into the Name of the 
Most Holy and Blessed Trinity. 

At the end of the forty days He took 
the apostles to Bethany, and said to them, 
" Ye shall receive power, after the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you : and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth." 
When He had spoken these words. He 
lifted up His hands, and blessed them. 
And He was taken up into heaven, and 
a cloud received Him out of their sight. 




The disciples were amazed whtm they 
saw the Lord go up into lioaven. And 
OB they stood looking up after Hinij two 
angels appeared, and said to them, ** Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gaiing up 
into heaven ; this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall $o 
come in like manner as ye have aeen Htm 
go into heaven/' 

They then turned back to Jerusalem^ 
fuH of holy joy i and they went often 
into the temple to praise and ble^s God. 
The apostles, the blessed Virgin Mary, 
and many others, spent their time in 
praying to God, 

Ascension or Holy Thursday has alvraya 
been kept ^cred by the Church of Christ , 
in remembrance of the Lord Jesus going: 
into hesven^ where He now dwells, and 
where He eees oU we do, and hears all we 




say. He is gone to prepare a place for all 
who love and obey llim. Those who follow 
Him on earth will live for ever with Him in 
heaven. 
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48. THE HOLY GHOST CESCEND8 ON THE 

APOSTLES. i' 

At the feast called Pentecost, Jerusalem 
was full of strangers from all parts of the 
world. They went there to worship Grod. 
The apostles were all together in a house ; 
and on a sudden they heard a loud sound, 
like a very high wind, which filled the 
house. At the same moment they saw 
cloven tongues like fire resting upon 
them. And they were filled with the 
Holy Ghost, so that they could speak 
languages which they had never learned. 
The apostles then began to preach, and 
the people from all parts of the world 
were astonished to hear them speak in «|^^ 
their different languages. 




St, Peter stood up and said, "' Ye 
men of IsroeU tear tlieae words : Jesus 
of Najtm'Cith, a Man approred of God 
among you by miracles and wonders and 
signs, which God did by Him, in the 
midst of you. Him ye have taken, and 
by wicked handa have crucified and slain* 
This Jesus hath God raised up^^ whereof 
we all arc witnesses. Therefore being by 
the right hand of God ejtaLted, and har^ 
ing received of the Father the promiee of 
the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth This, 
which ye now eee and hear. Therefore 
let all th€ house of Israel know assuredly, 
that God hath made that same Jeaus, 
Whom y^ have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ." 

When the people heard these words, 
their consciences were pricked, and they 
said to the apostles, "Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?" St. Peter said to 
them^ " Repent* and he baptised every 
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one of you in the Name of Je&us Christ, 
for the remi&Bion of Bins, acid ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For 
the promise is unto you and your child* 
reel/* God the Holy Ghost so moved 
the hearts of tiiese people, that three 
thousand of them believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and were baptised that verj' 
day. After this they went every day into 
the temple to pray, and received the sacra- 
ment, and heard the apoatles preach. The 
rich &old their houses and lands, and 
gave the money to the apostles, that they 
might give it to the poor. They all loved 
each other, and were very happy ; and 
they praised God for Hla goodness. 

We here leam how the first di^ciplEiS loved 
one another. And m {>nght we to laf e those 
who have been baptised into the Chnrch. 
In Baptism, God the Holy Ghost enters into 
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QTiT hearts, and makes vs, all brothers and 
9htGT% in Jeaus Chriat ; we ought, therefore, 
to love all, and try to do them good. 



49. WOtfDERB iVBOUaHT BY tHE HOtY 
AP0&TLE3. 

Thb Lord J&^UB liad said that Gad the 
Holy Ghoat should ^;de the apostles 
into all truth. This promise wag now 
falfiUed ; for He inspired the holy apoa- 
tlea, fio that they knew every thing that 
God wished them to say. God the Holy 
Ghoet also gave thera poiver to work 
miracles. One day as St. Peter and St. 
John were going into the temple to 
pray, they saw a poor man lying at 
the gate begging. This man had been 
a cripple all his life, and could not 
walk, When be saw the apostles, he 
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asked them to give him something. St. 
Peter looked at him, and said, " Silver 
and gold have I none; but such as I 
have give I thee : in the Name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." 
He then took hold of his hand, and the 
poor man got up and v^alked, and went 
into the temple leaping for joy, and prais- 
ing God. When the people saw this they 
were very much astonished. St. Peter 
then told them that the same Jesus, 
whom they had crucified, was now in 
heaven, and had healed this man. The 
chief priests and scribes were very angry, 
when they heard the apostles preach 
about the Lord Jesus. And they put St. 
Peter and St. John in prison until the 
next day, when they brought them out 
into the council, and asked them by what 
power or by what name they had cured 
the lame man. " Then Peter, filled with 
the Holy Ghost, said unto them. Ye 
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rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 
if we this day be examined of the good 
deed done to the impotent man, by what 
means he is made whole; be it known ^^ 
unto you all, and to all the people of 
Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead, even by Him 
doth this man stand here before you 
whole. This is the Stone which was set ^ 
at nought of you builders, which is be- 
come the Head of the comer. Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there 
is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved." 
<^^ The rulers then said that they would 
punish them, if they preached any more 
about the Lord Jesus, and sent them 
away. St. Peter and St. John went to 
tell the other apostles what had been 
done to them. And they all knelt 
down and prayed to God. The holy , 




apoBtles wished every body to believe in 
the Lord Jcbub, They did not care for 
any persecution, if they could only te[L 
the people about their Saviour* Many 
thouaanda became Christians, and sold 
tbeir lands, and gave the money to the 
apostle^j that they might give it to poor 
Christiana » 

But there was a wicked man and 
woman J who tried to deceive the apos- 
tles, by telling a lie. iTiey sold some 
. ^^ land, and gave part of the money to 
g5*wJthe apostles, and said that they had 
given all. But St. Peter &aid to the 
roan, " Ananias, why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and 
to keep back part of the price of the land? 
Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? 
aad after it was sold, was it not in thine 
own power? why hast thou conceived 
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this thing in thine heart? thou hast not 
lied unto men, but unto Go<3, And An- V c§? 
anias hearing these -words fell down, and 4i\^^XW 
gave up the ghost : and great fear came ^'\ r^^^ 
on all them that heard these things. ^-AvV*^ 
And the yfjung men arose, wound him 
up, and carried him out and buried him. 
And it was about the space of thj-ee 
hours after, when his wife* not knowing 
what was done, came in, And Peter an- 
swered unto her. Tell me whether ye sold 
the land for so much? And she said, 
Yeaj for ao much. Then Peter aaid unto 
her. How is it that ye have agreed toge- 
ther to tempt the Spirit of the Lord 1 be- 
hold, the feet of them which have buried 
thy husband are at the door^ and shall 
carry thee out. Then fell she down 
Btraightway at his feet, and yielded up 
the ghoBt : and the young men came in. 
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r^ and found her dead, and, carrying her 
, A forth, buried her by her husband. And 
^ great fear came upon all the church, and 

v-^ upon as many as heard these things." 

See what a wicked thing it is to tell lies ! 
This man and woman were struck dead for 
doing so. And God tells us in the Bible 
that liars shall not go to heaven. 

The Holy Ghost gave the apostles 
power to do many miracles. A great 
many sick people were cured by a word 
from the apostles. This so vexed the 
high priest, that he had these holy men 
put in prison ; but God sent an angel in 

?^ the night, to open the prison-doors, and 

*-^'^ let them out. 

No harm can happen to those who love 
and serve God, because He takes care of 
them. 




50. THE FIRST MARTYR SLAIN. 

Many of the Jews hated the religion 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and they tried 
to put a stop to it ; but the more they 
opposed it, the further it spread. There 
was one very holy man, named Stephen, 
who was full of the Holy Ghost, and 
of love to the Lord Jesus. He did 
great wonders and miracles among the 
people, so that many became Chris- 
tians. The Jews hated Stephen, and 
they took him before the judge. When 
he was there, every body in the place 
looked at him with wonder, for his 
face looked like an angel's. St. Stephen 
then told them how wicked they had 
been to crucify the Lord Jesus. " When 
they heard these things, they were cut to 
the heart, and they gnashed on him with 
their teeth. But he, being full of the 
Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into 
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heaven, and saw the glory of God, and 
Jeaua standing on the right hand of God, i 
and aaid. Behold, I see the heavens open- 
ed, and the Son of man atanding on the 
right hand of God. Then they cried out , 
with a bud voice, and stopped their ears, ! 
and ran upon him with one accord, and ; 
cast him out of the city, and stoned him : 
and the witnesses laid down their clothes ' 
at a young man's feet, whose name was 
Saul. And they stoned Stephen, calling 
upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive my spirit. And he kneeled down, 
and cried with a loud voice. Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge. And when 
he had said thi&, he fell asleep/' 

St. Stephen was the £ret ChriBtian who 

died for his love to the Lord Jeeuia. He 

must have fdt very happy when he saw the 

^ Lord Jesus in heaven, and kaew that he was 
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going to be with Him for ever, St, Stephen 
did not feel angry with his murderera ; but 
he prayed for them, as o«r SaTiour did when 
He wEiB on the tiro56. How happy all good 
people are, even If the world treats them 
unkindly ! But the wicked sre not happy in 
thia world ; and in the next they will be very, 
very unhappy. Let uh pray to the Lord 
Jesua to make us good, that nn wic^ked men 
may frighten us to do wrong. 
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5\. THE CONVERSION OV ST. PAUL, 

The young man Saul, who was at the 
stoning of St. Stephen, was one of the 
greatest enemies to the Christiana. He 
went into their house &j and dragged them 
away to prisoti* The poor Christians 
were BO cruelly persecuted that they were 
obliged to flee for their lives. Saul had 
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no mercy on any of them ; but tried to 
destroy them all. One day he went to 
Damascus, with orders from the high 
priest to seize all the Christians he could 
find, and to bring them bound to Jeru- 
salem. But as he went along the road, he 
was struck down to the ground in a mo- 
ment ; and he saw a great light brighter 
than the sun, and heard a voice, saying, 
" Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me ?" 
Saul was very much frightened, and he 
said, " Who art Thou, Lord ?" And the 
^^ voice said, " I am Jesus whom thou 
:^JceJ persecutest : it is hard for thee to kick 
" " ^ against the pricks." At these words he 
trembled with fear, and said, " Lord, 
1 , ^ what wilt Thou have me to do?" The 
^^^ Lord answered, " Arise, and go into the 
city, and it shall be told thee what thou 
must do." The men who were with Saul 
heard the voice, but they saw no man, 
and they were very much afraid. When 




Saul rose up from the ground he could 
not see ; and the men led him into Da- 
mascus. *' And he was three days with- 
out sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 
And there was a certain disciple at Da- 
mascus, named Ananias; and to him 
said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And 
he said. Behold, I am here. Lord. And 
the Lord said unto him. Arise, and go 
into the street which is called Straight, 
and inquire in the house of Judas for 
one called Saul, of Tarsus : for, hehold, 
he prayeth, and hath seen in a vision a 
man named Ananias coming in, and put- 
ting his hand on him, that he might re- 
ceive his sight. Then Ananias answered. 
Lord, I have heard by many of this man, 
how much evil he hath done to Thy saints 
at Jerusalem ; and here he hath autho- 
rity from the chief priests to bind all 
that call on Thy name. But the Lord 
said unto him. Go thy way : for he is a 
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cliosen vessel unto mej to bear my name 

before the Gentiles, and kings, and the 

children of Israel j for 1 will shew him 

^7-^ how ^eat things he roust suffer for my 

r t^^(^\jj^ name's sake. And Ananias went his 

f^t-/%^ way, and entered into the house t and 

QL ri!^iJ^ putting Ym hands on him said, Brother 

i^V ^^ Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared 

unto tbec in the way as thou earnest, 

M'^^J^ hath sent mej that tbou mightest receive ^ 

^S^ thy Btght, and be filled with the Holy -* 

^r ^\ Ghost. And immedJatdy there fell from 

' ^' his eyes as it had been scales : and he 

received sight forthwith, and arose, and 

was baptised, Apd when he had received 

meat, he waa strengthened. Then was 

Saul certain days with the disciples which 

were at Damascus. And straight wny he 

preached Christ in the s^Tiagogaes, that j 

He is the Son of God. But all that heard ^ 
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him were amazed, and said, Ib not this 
he that destroyed them which called on 
this name in Jerusalemj and came hither 
for that intent^ that he might bring them 
hound unto the chief priests? But Saul 
increaseti the more in strength^ and con- 
founded the Jews which dw^lt at Da- 
mascus, proving that this is very Christ.'* 
After this wonderful convenaion Saul was 
called Piitil. St. Paul now became quite 
a di Cerent mail ; far he lovt^d his Saviour 
and all Christians with all his heart. He 
gave up every thing, and wished only to 
live to the glory of God, and the good of 
men . He was once prood and crud j but 
now he became aa humble and gentle as 
a child. He went into all parts of the 
world to preach the Gospel, even at the f^ 
risk of losing hia life. He was Hogged , / ^^rxV"? 
ehipwrecked, and put in prison^ because ^/^"^ --^ y 
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he preached the Gospel; but nothing 
could stop him — and at last he was taken 
to JElome, and was killed there. 

All the holy apostles and mart]^, and 
aU the blessed saints who were treated cruelly 
and pnt to death because they loved and 
worshipped the Lord Jesus, are now very 
lu^py and blessed ; but those who hated 
them, and would not do as they told them, 
V^-^ are miserable. No people are really happy 
- , /I ^^^ good, religious people ; but they are 
pp>( L^Ky, always so, because they know that their 
te^ ^^ (j) Saviour loves them, and will take them to 
7^ tV-^ heaven. 



THE END. 



rMirrio BY Lsvsir, Bonoir, axo vbakxltn, 
Great New Street, Fetter Lane. 
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